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Sunday, august 19th
Divine Liturgy, 9:30 am, Tone 3
12th Sunday after Pentecost
Transfiguration
Blessing of fruit
2 Pet. 1 : 10 - 19; mt 17: 1 - 9
Saturday, august 25th
Vespers 6:00 pm
Sunday,
Sunday, august 26th
Divine Liturgy, 9:30 am, Tone 4
13th Sunday after Pentecost
St maximus the confessor
1 cor 16: 13 - 24; mt 21 : 33 – 42
Litany for panko & kharytyna popichak
This week’s Bulletin is sponsored by:
Lynda West in honor of Howard West on his
60th birthday.
Mnohaya lita ! Many Blessed Years!
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Editor: Michael Kapeluck
Bulletin Submissions are due by 8:00 am Thursday morning. Written submissions can be:
-hand delivered to the editor
-placed in the Bulletin envelope in the church vestibule.
-mailed to: 300 East Main Street, Carnegie, PA 15106
-e-mailed to: kapeluck@verizon.net

We welcome you today
We would like to remind our visitors of the following;:
 All people are encouraged to participate in the sacred services of our Church. We hope that you will be able to worship as well as
have fellowship with us. Should you wish any information about the Orthodox Faith or this parish in particular, please see the
rector or any member of the church. We are able to place you on our mailing list.
 Only Orthodox Christians may receive the Eucharist (Holy Communion) in the Orthodox Church. In like manner, Orthodox
Christians may not receive the sacraments in an non-Orthodox Church. While we hope that one day all Christians will find unity
and be able to approach the chalice of our Lord together, we observe the teachings of the Church that the Eucharist is a gift of
unity and not a means of unity.
We remind our faithful and visitors of the following guidelines concerning the Holy Sacraments in the Orthodox Church.
 Orthodox Christians are urged to receive Holy Communion frequently.
 Communicants should be at peace with others before approaching the chalice(Mt 5:23-24)
 Realize the importance of making a thorough examination of sins and transgressions against God, ourselves and others and
having prayed for forgiveness before coming to Holy Communion.
 Frequent communicants should come to Holy Confession at least four times a year (during the four fasting periods of the
year). and additionally when an examination of conscience reveals the necessity to do so in order to heal any sinful behavior.
 Communicants should fast from all foods and liquids from the evening before receiving Holy Communion.
 Communicants should read prayers in preparation for receiving Holy Communion.
 All Orthodox Christians must receive the sacraments at least once a year.
 Those who are late for Divine Liturgy ( after the reading of the Epistle and Gospel) should not approach the chalice.
 Those who are ill or who have special physical needs are exempt from the above guidelines.
 Infants and children (up to the age of seven) who are Orthodox Christians may receive Holy Communion and are exempt from
the above guidelines.
Thank you for gathering to worship with us today. Together we have glorified the One God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. May
we be brought closer to one another and closer to God by following the eternal teachings of our Lord.
Нагадуємо нашлім гостям., що:
ми заохочуємо всіх до участі у Священній Літургії в нашій Церкві; ми сподіваємося, що Ви змажете не лише молитися тут,
але й стати членом нашої громади. Якщо Ви хочете отримати якусь додаткову інформацію про Православну віру, чи,
зокрема, про нашу парафію, звертайтеся, будь ласка, до отця настоятеля чи до будь-кого із членів нашої парафії. Ми
можемо внести вашу адресу до парафіяльного списку розсипки;
лише православні християни можуть отримати Євхаристію (Святе Причастя) у православній церкві І, відповідно,
православні християни не можуть отримувати святого причастя у неправославній церкві Плекаючи надію на те, що у
майбутньому всі християни досягнуть єдності і зможуть разом пити із чаші нашого Господа, ми дотримуємося вчення
церкви про те, що Євхаристія - це дар єдності, а не засіб до єдності.
НАГАДУЄМО НАШИМ ВІРНИМ і ГОСТЯМ ПРО ПРАВИЛА, ЩО СТОСУЮТЬСЯ СВЯТОГО ПРИЧАСТЯ У
ПРАВОСЛАВНІЙ ЦЕРКВІ:
ми спонукаємо православних християн часто ходити до Святого Причастя;
ті, хто причащаються, повинні бути у мирі з іншими перш, нас підійти до євхаристичної чаші (Св.Матвій 5:23-24);
перед тим, як прийти на Святе Причастя, дуже важливо ретельно осмислити гріхи і порушення, які було
вчинено проти Бога, нас самих та інших і помолитися за їх відпущення;
тим, хто часто причащається, слід приходити на святу сповідь принаймні чотири рази на рік (під час кожного із
чотирьох щорічних постів);
ті, хто причащається, повинні з вечора перед прийняттям Святого Причастя, припинити вживання всякої їжі і напоїв;
ті, хто причащається, повинні шляхом молитов підготувати себе до прийняття причастя;
всі православні християни повинні, принаймні, раз на рік отримати Святе Причастя;
ті, хто спізнився на Божественну Літургію (прийшов після того, як було прочитано Апостол і Євангеліє) не можуть
підходити до чаші; хворі, і ті, хто має обмезсені фізичні моеисливості, звільняються від вище викладених вимог;
немовлята та діти до семи років, які належать до Православної християнської віри, можуть отримувати Святе
Причастя і звільняються від вшиє викладених вимог;
Дякуємо за те, що Ви прийшли помолитися з нами сьогодні у церкві Ісуса Христа. 'Разом з вами ми віддали славу
Єдиному Господу, Отцеві, і Синові, і Духові Святому. Нехай дотримування вічного вчення нашого Господа наблизить
нас один до одного Боh

Transfiguration of Our Lord

Troparion to the transfiguration- Tone 7
You were transfigured on the Mount, Christ God revealing Your
glory to Your disciples, insofar as they could comprehend.
Illuminate us sinners also with Your everlasting light, through the
intercessions of the Theotokos. Giver of light, glory to You.
Kontakion to the transfiguration- Tone 7
You were transfigured upon the mount, O Christ our God, and
Your disciples, in so far as they could bear, beheld Your glory.
Thus, when they see You crucified, they may understand Your
voluntary passion, and proclaim to the world that You are truly the
radiance of the Father.

Prokiemon
O Lord, how manifold are Thy works! In wisdom hast Thou made them all!
Verse: Bless the Lord, O my soul! O Lord, my God, Thou art very great!

Transfiguration

The Lesson from the Second Epistle from St. Peter
c1: v10-19

Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things
you will never stumble; for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
For this reason I will not be negligent to remind you always of these things, though you know and are
established in the present truth. Yes, I think it is right, as long as I am in this tent, to stir you up by reminding you,
knowing that shortly I must put off my tent, just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me.
Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you always have a reminder of these things after my decease.
For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty.
For He received from God the Father honor and glory when such a voice came to Him from the Excellent
Glory: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” And we heard this voice which came from heaven
when we were with Him on the holy mountain.
And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well to heed as a light that shines in a dark
place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.

2 Петра 1:10-19
Тому, брати і сестри, намагайтеся знову й знову доводити, що ви справді покликані й обрані Богом. Бо
якщо ви йдете цим шляхом, то ніколи не спіткнутися вам і не впасти. І будете ви жаданим гостем у вічному
Царстві Господа нашого і Спасителя Ісуса Христа. Ось чому я завжди буду нагадувати вам про все це,
навіть якщо ви знаєте і утвердилися в правді, що відкрилася вам. Я вважаю справедливим повсякчас
нагадувати вам про це, поки живу я на цій землі. Адже знаю я, що скоро залишу тіло своє, як відкрив мені
Господь наш Ісус Христос. Отже, я буду робити все від мене залежне, щоб навіть після того, як покину я
цей світ, ви про все це завжди пам’ятали.
Ми спиралися не на хитромудрі людські історії, коли сповіщали вам про силу і пришестя Господа нашого
Ісуса Христа. Ми самі були свідками Його величі. Христос одержав честь і Славу від Бога-Отця. До Нього
злинув голос великого й славного Бога, котрий мовив: «Це Син Мій улюблений, Якого Я вподобав». Ми
теж чули цей голос, який лунав з Небес у той час, коли ми були з Ним на святій горі [a].
Ми вважаємо послання пророків найнадійнішими. Ви правильно робите, коли звертаєтеся до них, бо вони
подібні до світла, що розганяє темряву, аж доки не прийде світання і ранкова зірка не засяє у серцях ваших.

The Gospel According to St. Matthew
c17:v1-9
Now after six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John his brother, led them up on a high mountain by
themselves;and He was transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became as white as
the light. And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him.
Then Peter answered and said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, let us make here
three tabernacles: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”
While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of
the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!”
And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces and were greatly afraid. But Jesus came and touched
them and said, “Arise, and do not be afraid.”
When they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only.
Now as they came down from the mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying, “Tell the vision to no one
until the Son of Man is risen from the dead.”

Від Матвія 17:1-9
Шість днів по тому Ісус узяв Петра, Якова та його брата Іоана й вирушив з ними трьома на високу гору,
щоб побути там з ними на самоті. І там Ісус преобразився в них на очах: Його обличчя засяяло, мов сонце, а
вбрання стало сліпучо білим. Тоді раптом Мойсей та Ілля явилися їм і почали розмовляти з Ісусом.
І, звернувшись до Христа, Петро сказав: «Господи, як добре, що ми тут! Якщо Ти хочеш, я поставлю тут
три намети : один для Тебе, один для Мойсея, і один для Іллі». Та поки Петро так промовляв, ясна хмара
огорнула їх тінню, і з неї почувся голос: «Це Мій Улюблений Син. Слухайтеся Його!»
Почувши це, учні Ісуса так злякалися, що впали долілиць. Тоді Він підійшов і торкнувся їх, сказавши:
«Вставайте і не бійтеся!» Та підвівши очі, учні не побачили там нікого, крім Ісуса.
Коли вони сходили з гори, Ісус наказав їм: «Не кажіть нікому про те, що бачили, аж доки Син Людський не
воскресне з мертвих».

Prayer List
Heavenly Father, Who sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to be the Physician of our souls and bodies, Who came to heal
sickness and infirmity, Who healed the paralytic, and brought back to life the daughter of Jairus, Who healed the woman who had been sick
for twelve years by the her mere touch of the hem of your robe, visit and heal also your beloved servants:
Metropolitan Antony
Tetiana Kozak
Fr. John Harvey
Jane Allred
PM Maryann Ozlanski Pearl Homyrda
Stephen Sheptak
Max Rozum
Elissa Lopez
Irene Palahunik
Dave Harrison
Sam Jarovich
Tim Cromchak
Andrew Brennan
Eva Stasko
Kathryn Yttri
Fr. John Nakonachny
Fr. Nicholas Dilendorf

Rose Zinski
Sarah Dorning
Kathryn Ostaffy
Ronda Bicke
Mary Ellen Heitzman
Christopher
Jabrell
Penny T.
Steve Sivulich

Pamela Partridge
Sharon Welsh
Jackson Janosek
Sandy Rozum
Patty Valentino
Olha Cherniavska
Angie Zatezalo
Ann F.
Michele Kapeluck

Reggie Warford
Peter Zinski
James Horowitz
Sebastian Leis
Jennifer Marley
Rose Zalenchak
Helen Wilwert
Steven Smyczek

from all physical and spiritual maladies by the power and grace of Your Christ. Grant them the patience that comes from believing that
You are always at work in our lives to bring good out of evil. Grant them strength of body, mind and soul. Raise them up from the bed of
pain. Grant them full recovery. May they experience the same surge of healing power flow through their bodies ,as did the sick woman
who touched your robe. For we, too, are touching your robe today, dear Lord, through this our prayer. We approach you with the same
faith she did. Grant them the gift of health. For You alone are the source of healing and to You we offer glory, praise and thanksgiving in
the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen

Mnohaya Lita - Many Blessed Years
Names Days
Feast Days of:

Anniversaries

All a part of our parish Iconography

August 13 Dennis/Michele Quinn
August 16 Jim & Ann Sally

Pray for our friends and relatives serving in the
armed forces.

Birthdays

Patrick Kluyber, Catherine Sheerin, Gregory Markiw,
Metro Martin, Ethan Rock, Michael Hrishenko

August 12
August 13
August 13
August 14
August 16

Angelika Pyvovar
Christine Ovesny
Garrett Olexa
Fr. Steve
Maria Warholak

Pray for our Catechumens

Pray for our parishioners in vocational studies
Deacon Cliff O’Neil, , Ethan Nix

FYI


BANDURIST: As a service to our community, the Ukrainian Technological Society is sponsoring a bus to
travel to the 55-member Ukrainian Bandurist Chorus concert in Youngstown Ohio on Sunday, September 9.
The concert will begin in Youngstown at 2 PM. Our bus will board beginning at 12 noon, but will leave
Carnegie at 12:30 PM. Location of the boarding will be at the front entrance of Carnegie Elementary School at
301 Franklin Avenue in Carnegie. Franklin Avenue is only three blocks up Washington Avenue from Holy
Trinity Ukrainian Catholic Church. For just $25, you will get both a seat at the concert… and a seat on the bus.
For more information, contact Nick Kotow at 412-835-8714 or George Honchar at 412-215-3303 Absolute
Deadline to make your reservation will be Sunday, September 2.”



BAKE SALE: Calling all of St's. Peter's and Paul's fabulous bakers..... again! It is once again time to warm up
those baking pans. Our annual Fall Festival will be upon us Friday Sept 7th and Sat. Sept 8th. Pani Alice is
organizing the bake sale. If you can contribute please let her know. Phone: 724-775-1166, or email,
alicecliffoneil@yahoo.com. We came up short and ran out of baked goods for the Egg Sale in April. Please do
what you can to support the Fall Festival. Thanking you in advance, Pani Alice O'Neil



CHURCH SCHOOL NEWS: The Church School is looking for a new administrator/co-administrators for the opening
of the fall semester 2018. If anyone is interested please let Sherri or Michele know. This involves overseeing all Church
School activities, curriculum and scheduling. We would like to thank Michele and Sherri for their many years of service
to our parish and our children. May God bless them now and in their future endeavors..



PARISH RECTORY REMODELING UPDATE: Correction- Parish Council has issued contracts for
replacement windows and a replacement garage door. The estimated delivery and install date for the new
windows is the last week in September, the garage door will be installed sooner. Parish Council will be
reviewing final kitchen quotes the week of August 20th, 2018 and hopefully placing the order for the
replacement kitchen shortly afterward. The remaining items to be completed this year will be plastering and
painting. We will be delaying the bathroom renovations till 2019. As we continue with these projects we need
your financial support, please see Howard West or Sherri Walewski if you have any questions.

****************************************************************************************

August Coffee Hour Schedule
August 26September 2
September 9
September 16
September 23

Michael & Michele Kapeluck
Natalie Nixon, Ethan Nixon, Beverly Kapeluck
Alice O’Neil, Deacon Evan
Bonnie Reinhart , Theresa Zatezalo
Cindy Haluszczak, Cindy Mycyk,m Bev Wachnowsky

*****************************************************************************

Ukrainian Food Fest Work Schedule
Mon., Sept. 3, Cabbage Preparation for Holupchi 9 am (Help Needed)
Tue., Sept. 4 Holupchi Making 9 am (Help Needed)
Wed., Sept 5 Kitchen Set-UP
Thur., Sept. 6 Kitchen Set-Up (Sr. Coffee Hour 9:30 am)
Fri., Sept. 7 Ukrainian Food Fest 11:am to 7 pm (Help needed)
Sat. Sept 8 Ukrainian Food Fest 11 am to 7 pm (Help needed)

Transfigured!
August 6, 2018 · Fr. Barnabas Powell
Here’s a long quote from C.S. Lewis’ book “The Weight of Glory”
“It is a serious thing to live in a society of possible gods and
goddesses, to remember that the dullest most uninteresting person
you can talk to may one day be a creature which, if you saw it now,
you would be strongly tempted to worship, or else a horror and a
corruption such as you now meet, if at all, only in a nightmare. All
day long we are, in some degree helping each other to one or the
other of these destinations. It is in the light of these overwhelming
possibilities, it is with the awe and the circumspection proper to
them, that we should conduct all of our dealings with one another,
all friendships, all loves, all play, all politics. There are no ordinary
people. You have never talked to a mere mortal. Nations, cultures,
arts, civilizations – these are mortal, and their life is to ours as the
life of a gnat. But it is immortals whom we joke with, work with,
marry, snub, and exploit-immortal horrors or everlasting
splendors.”
Wow, if this is true then all our interactions today will be with these
so-called “immortals!”
Why is it we humans have such a hard time embracing this reality of the people around us? I’m convinced because
we have such a hard time accepting this cosmic reality is true about our own selves. We just can’t believe we are
meant to be more than the sum total of our desires, so we treat others in that debased way as well.
The Lord’s Disciples got a huge wake-up call today as the Lord took His “inner circle” with Him to the mount of
Transfiguration. They had lived with Him. They had listened to His teachings. They had seen His miracles, but, to
this moment, they still weren’t “sure” of just Who He was. And now, on this mountain, at this miraculous moment,
there is no doubt. The Man, this Jesus, is no mere prophet, no mere guru or religious teacher. No, this Man was
One Who conversed with Moses (the Law) and Elijah (the Prophets) and even God the Father’s Voice revealed
Him as “my beloved Son.” And the Father’s command still rings in our ears this very day: “listen to Him!”
The Feast of the Transfiguration is a revelation not just of the identity of our Lord Jesus, but of our potential
identity as well. You see, the whole of the Orthodox Faith is about shaping you and me to be “like Christ.” All our
liturgies, spiritual disciplines, prayers, actions, homilies, and worship is designed to so reshape you and me that we
take on the likeness of Jesus Christ Himself. The ultimate work in the Eucharist is to have us take Christ within us
so that we can be “fed” by Him and become “like” Him. After all, you are what you eat!
Today, are you satisfied with playing at the periphery of this awesome truth or are you finally willing to press
into this wondrous Faith with purpose and love? Are you willing to be made into His likeness by the collected
wisdom of 20 centuries of Orthodox insight, or will you be satisfied merely standing in the “narthex” of the Faith?
On this Feastday when He reveals Himself AND reveals what you could be, it’s time to be Orthodox on Purpose!
https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/faithencouraged/2018/08/transfigured-2/

Dear Vladyka Daniel: GLORY TO
OUR LORD!
So many have been asking how my
recuperation is proceeding that I
decided to drop you another note to
pass on. First, however, I need to
express a depth of gratitude that I can
barely put into words to the hundreds
of cards, texts, emails and Facebook
greetings I have received over the past
three weeks of my hospitalization at
Hunterden Central Hospital and
Morristown Medical Center, followed
by rehab at Kessler Institute for
Rehabilitation in Chester, NJ. I
mention these facilities because the treatment and personal care I received at all of them were an extremely important part of
my healing process. Every person at all three places was kind and caring beyond all expectation especially during the early
days when my broken ribs were most painful. May God grant them the strength to be continued blessings in the lives of all
who come under their care and may they always know how much they are appreciated - even by patients who may not be
aware of how much they do for them.
I was discharged from rehab yesterday - Saturday, 11 August and am staying at a temporary single-floor residence near the
Consistory because it would be impossible for me to get around in my own home. Further, for those who have been caring
for me like you, dear Brother, and others, being nearby for this six week period during which I must get along on one leg,
being close to you is important.
The rehab was "intense", but most beneficial. When I left the institute yesterday I thought I was prepared for anything I
would face over the next several weeks, but, as is normally the case, I was not. Moving along in a wheelchair on wood or tile
floors is DEFINITELY much easier than doing so over long expanses of carpet, for example. But, when it gets difficult, I
simply recall the many patients I shared physical therapy with who face incredibly more difficult and sometimes permanent
conditions far worse than my temporary ones. So, I have nothing to complain about.
I cannot express enough gratitude to God Almighty and my Guardian Angel for the fact that I am here today. The
circumstances of my accident and how I survived them can only be attributed to their intervention. The NJ State Policemen,
ambulance attendants and even the people who live in the home before which the action happened truly protected both me
and my Lacey from greater injuries at that time. I pray that I will always remember God's blessings upon me in my daily
prayers and in my service to my fellow man.
For all those cards, emails, texts and Facebook messages of get-well wishes and prayers, again I thank each and every one of
you. I don't know if I will ever be able to respond to each of you individually because of the numbers, but please be assured
that each one of you touched me and enhanced the healing process more than you may comprehend. I felt them all at the core
of my being. I've seen hundreds, if not thousands, of requests for prayers for the ill and seen the number of responses from as
many people. When you are praying for someone else, however, your hope is that your faith is strong enough to be of
assistance. I assure you all, my dearly beloved, your prayers have been of assistance beyond your expectations. When all
those prayers are offered for you, you feel their power!!! I would ask that you all remember in your prayers some people you
may be familiar with, but also some others I have met through this present journey: Stephen, Emil, Dinah, Melanie,
Elizabeth, Fr. John, Fr. John, PM Sonia, PM Mary Anne, PM Halyna, PM Marianne, PM Lillian, Thomas, Darlene, Doris,
Peter, Margaret and all those who have no one to pray for them. Also please pray for all the Doctors, Nurses and other
medical care professionals and non-professionals that God has blessed with gifts and talents to heal.
You all are in my prayers daily and I embrace you in His LOVE. May you experience that Love each and every day of your
lives and share it with all around you. You may be the only source of it for a particular individual on any random day. What
a gift of healing we can be daily!
+ Antony, By the Grace of God, Metropolitan

Seeing is Believing: Homily for the Feast
of the Transfiguration in the Orthodox
Church
· Fr. Philip LeMasters
2 Peter 1:10-19; Matthew 17:1-9
Seeing is believing. It is one thing to hear an interesting
story or to entertain a bright idea. It is far different, however, to
encounter an event or to participate in a situation such that we
know its truth and are changed as a result. That is precisely what
the apostles Peter, James, and John experienced on Mount Tabor
when they were enabled to behold the divine glory of Jesus Christ,
Who shone brightly with light as the voice of the Father identified
Him as His beloved Son.
St. Peter writes in today’s epistle reading that he did not proclaim
“cleverly devised myths” about Christ, for those who beheld the
Transfiguration “were eyewitnesses of His majesty.” The gospels
make clear that the disciples were not looking for a Messiah Who
was truly divine, but for a righteous national leader like King
David. Peter famously rejected the Lord’s prediction of His
crucifixion and denied Him three times. He was restored as the
chief apostle and went to his death as a martyr, not because he had
made up stories about a crucified and risen Lord, but because the Savior had revealed Himself to Peter as truly the
Son of God. And he surely did not understand the full meaning of the Transfiguration when it occurred, as it was
not until after the resurrection that Christ “opened their minds to understand the Scriptures.” (Lk 24:27) Indeed,
the Lord said to Peter, James, and John, “Tell no one the vision, until the Son of man is risen from the dead.” It
was only from the perspective of the resurrection, which no one anticipated, that the disciples could understand
what it meant for Christ to be the Son of God.
The truth revealed at the Transfiguration may not be conveyed simply in words or ideas. It had to be seen, heard,
and experienced in a way that made Peter, James, and John participants as whole persons in the divine glory. The
Lord graciously opened the eyes of their souls, filling them with the divine energies such that they could catch a
glimpse of His holy majesty. He enabled them to hear the voice of the Father, and like Moses before the Burning
Bush, they fell on their faces “and were filled with awe.” As is shown by the disappearance of Moses and Elijah,
He enabled them to see His superiority to the Law and the Prophets of the Old Testament. They did not simply
have thoughts or feelings about Christ; no, they truly experienced Him from the depths of their souls as the Son of
God.
The change that occurred that day was not in the Lord Himself, Who is eternally radiant with the divine glory in a
way beyond our comprehension. The change was in the disciples, for Christ opened the eyes of their souls to
behold His infinite holiness, to the extent that they were able as human beings. If we observe this feast simply by
celebrating the doctrinal teaching of Christ’s divinity or the great mystical experience of the apostles, we will have
excluded ourselves from the full meaning of this event. For as in all feasts of the Church, the point is not simply to
look back at what happened long ago. It is, instead, to enter into the eternal truth that is revealed. And on this
great day of the Transfiguration, the only appropriate way to celebrate is to cooperate with the gracious divine
energies of our Lord so that we also will behold His divine glory. That means that we too must become
transfigured through personal union with the Son of God such that His eternal majesty permeates our existence,
making us shine brightly like an iron left in the fire.

As with Peter, who rejected the Lord’s prediction of His death and then denied Him three times, we might well
prefer another kind of religion with expectations not quite so high. Shining with the uncreated light may be more
than we want to pursue. It may be more appealing to follow an imaginary King David in waging war against those
we consider our enemies and to set up a social order that rewards those we think are righteous like
ourselves. Maybe we would prefer someone pretending to be Moses or Elijah who would provide instructions that
we think good people like us can easily follow on how to live differently from those we like to condemn. Such
sentiments are terrible misinterpretations, of course. These Old Testament saints never pointed to some easy kind
of self-serving religion, but were misinterpreted in first-century Palestine by those who

worshiped an earthly kingdom or their own self-righteousness. If we go down that path, we will end up repudiating
Christ as surely as did those idolaters.
The only fitting way to celebrate the Transfiguration is by embracing as fully as possible the countless
opportunities that we have to grow in holiness as we open the eyes of our souls to participate in the glory of God by
grace. I have a warning for you, however. If the thought ever occurs to you, “Gosh, I’m becoming really holy
now,” pay it no attention at all and instead say the Jesus Prayer or at least focus your mind on something other than
your own deluded thoughts until it goes away. The more transfigured we are in holiness, the more aware we will
be of our sinfulness and the infinite distance between our current spiritual state and the perfection to which our
Lord calls us. The path to shining with light begins with a humble, honest acceptance of the darkness in our
lives. The path also continues along that route. That is precisely why we need to be transfigured so that we, who
are filled with darkness, will become radiant with the brilliant light of the Lord. But we must be prepared: the
more you step into His light, the more obvious the spots of darkness will be. The better focused the eyes of our
souls are, the more we will be aware of our need for His healing and strength.
A very common temptation, then, is to give up. Why pray, when our minds wander? Why fast, when we become
obsessed with food? Why come to Confession, when we fall right back into our familiar sins? Why try to do
anything pleasing to God, when it does not give us what we want? Well, that is the problem. As long as we think
about getting the spiritual results that we want on our schedule and in our own way, we will not be transfigured in
holiness. We will, instead, remain captive to some form of idolatrous spiritual pride that will blind us to the truth
of where stand before the Lord.
If we want to enter into the joy of this great feast of our salvation, we must persistently walk into the light by
opening the eyes of our souls to the blinding glory of our Savior. We will often not like what we see in ourselves
as a result, but by stumbling forward as best we can, constantly calling out for His mercy, the Lord will change,
strengthen, and purify us. In ways that we cannot yet understand, He will make us “a lamp shining in a dark place”
that gives light and hope to a world that so desperately needs to be healed by union with His gracious divine
energies. The message of this feast is not to lose heart, but to press on in faithfulness. For the darkness is simply
the absence of light and a sign that we have yet more room to embrace the blessed life of Christ.
We celebrate the Transfiguration of our Lord already knowing of His resurrection, by which He has illumined even
the tomb. Let this sink in: There is no darkness in our souls or in our world that our crucified and risen Lord
cannot make radiant with His gracious divine energies. We must, however, do our part by opening the darkness in
our lives to His healing light. Even as we stumble and fall, we must continue to do so with abiding trust in His
mercy for blind sinners such as ourselves. For though we do not yet have the eyes to see it, that is how our
gracious Lord will make us shine with holy light for our salvation and that of the entire world. Let us join St. Peter,
then, in living as “eyewitnesses of His majesty.” For seeing is believing.
https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/easternchristianinsights/2017/08/06/seeing-believing-homily-feast-transfigurationorthodox-church/

Calendar of Events

Aug 31- Sept.3
September 7-8
October 27
October 28
November 3
November 16
November 22
December 8

Family Fest ASC
Annual Ukrainian Food Festival
Kyiv Ukrainian Dance Ensemble Show “Three Sisters”
Parish Annual Meeting
Parish 115th Anniversary Liturgy & Dinner
3rd Annual Thanksgiving Pie Contest
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner Open House
15th Annual Cookie Walk

Parish Weekly Schedule
Monday

Kyiv Ukrainian Dance Ensemble & School
Rehearsals begin every Monday at 6:00 pm. Classes for all ages.
Monday.
For more info call Director Natalie Kapeluck or just stop down any Monday

Thursday Morning

Senior Coffee Hour
You’re invited to our FREE coffee and donuts, and sometime pancakes, French toast or waffles
every Thursday from 10:00 AM to 11:30 . . .or whenever it’s over. At the parish hall.
hall. YOU
ARE NOT PERMITTED TO BRING ANYTHING!!! However, bring a Friend!!! Need A Ride, Call:
Steve Sivulich, (Hall Phone: 412412-276276-9718) SPONSORED BY:
Sts. Peter & Paul Kitchen Workers

3rd Sunday of the Month

St John & Martin’s Closet
Clothing for men, women and children. Bedding & towels
Trade something old for something new, leave a donation. or just take what you need.
Donations of clean, gently used or new clothing/bedding accepted when the closet door is open.

Call 279279-9718 to schedule a donation.

BULLETIN SPONSOR DATES

September 2_____Sponsored
September 9__________________________
September 16____Sponsored
September 23_________________________
September 30_________________________

October 7______________________________
October 14_____________________________
October 21_____________________________
October 28_____________________________

********************************************************************************************
BULLETIN SPONSOR FORM
Sponsor______________________________________________________________________
In Honor of___________________________________________________________________
In Memory of_________________________________________________________________
Date of Bulletin you wish to sponsor______________________________________________
Donation ($20. minimum suggested)______________________________________________
(Please make checks payable to “Sr. UOL Chapter”) ____

SS. Peter & Paul
Ukrainian Orthodox Church
PO Box 835
Carnegie, PA 15106
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

