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Sunday, September 17th
9:30 am, Divine Liturgy, tone 6
15th Sunday after Pentecost
Prophet and god-seer Moses
2 cor 4 : 6 - 15 ; mt. 22 : 35 – 46
tHursday, September 21st
nativity of the Theotokos
dive liturgy 10:00 am
Saturday, 23rd
Vespers 6:30 pm
Sunday, September 24th
9:30 am, Divine Liturgy, tone 7
16th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday before exaltation of the cross
St Euphrosynos the cook
Gal 6 : 11 – 18; jn 3 : 13 - 17
2 cor 6 : 1 - 10 ; mt. 25 : 14 -30
parastas in memory of Michael yarmeak
Parastas in memory of Anthony Ovesney Jr.
Parastas in memory of members of the koss family
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We welcome you today
We would like to remind our visitors of the following;:
 All people are encouraged to participate in the sacred services of our Church. We hope that you will be able to worship as well as
have fellowship with us. Should you wish any information about the Orthodox Faith or this parish in particular, please see the
rector or any member of the church. We are able to place you on our mailing list.
 Only Orthodox Christians may receive the Eucharist (Holy Communion) in the Orthodox Church. In like manner, Orthodox
Christians may not receive the sacraments in an non-Orthodox Church. While we hope that one day all Christians will find unity
and be able to approach the chalice of our Lord together, we observe the teachings of the Church that the Eucharist is a gift of
unity and not a means of unity.
We remind our faithful and visitors of the following guidelines concerning the Holy Sacraments in the Orthodox Church.
 Orthodox Christians are urged to receive Holy Communion frequently.
 Communicants should be at peace with others before approaching the chalice(Mt 5:23-24)
 Realize the importance of making a thorough examination of sins and transgressions against God, ourselves and others and
having prayed for forgiveness before coming to Holy Communion.
 Frequent communicants should come to Holy Confession at least four times a year (during the four fasting periods of the
year). and additionally when an examination of conscience reveals the necessity to do so in order to heal any sinful behavior.
 Communicants should fast from all foods and liquids from the evening before receiving Holy Communion.
 Communicants should read prayers in preparation for receiving Holy Communion.
 All Orthodox Christians must receive the sacraments at least once a year.
 Those who are late for Divine Liturgy ( after the reading of the Epistle and Gospel) should not approach the chalice.
 Those who are ill or who have special physical needs are exempt from the above guidelines.
 Infants and children (up to the age of seven) who are Orthodox Christians may receive Holy Communion and are exempt from
the above guidelines.
Thank you for gathering to worship with us today. Together we have glorified the One God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. May
we be brought closer to one another and closer to God by following the eternal teachings of our Lord.
Нагадуємо нашлім гостям., що:
ми заохочуємо всіх до участі у Священній Літургії в нашій Церкві; ми сподіваємося, що Ви змажете не лише молитися тут,
але й стати членом нашої громади. Якщо Ви хочете отримати якусь додаткову інформацію про Православну віру, чи,
зокрема, про нашу парафію, звертайтеся, будь ласка, до отця настоятеля чи до будь-кого із членів нашої парафії. Ми
можемо внести вашу адресу до парафіяльного списку розсипки;
лише православні християни можуть отримати Євхаристію (Святе Причастя) у православній церкві І, відповідно,
православні християни не можуть отримувати святого причастя у неправославній церкві Плекаючи надію на те, що у
майбутньому всі християни досягнуть єдності і зможуть разом пити із чаші нашого Господа, ми дотримуємося вчення
церкви про те, що Євхаристія - це дар єдності, а не засіб до єдності.
НАГАДУЄМО НАШИМ ВІРНИМ і ГОСТЯМ ПРО ПРАВИЛА, ЩО СТОСУЮТЬСЯ СВЯТОГО ПРИЧАСТЯ У
ПРАВОСЛАВНІЙ ЦЕРКВІ:
ми спонукаємо православних християн часто ходити до Святого Причастя;
ті, хто причащаються, повинні бути у мирі з іншими перш, нас підійти до євхаристичної чаші (Св.Матвій 5:23-24);
перед тим, як прийти на Святе Причастя, дуже важливо ретельно осмислити гріхи і порушення, які було
вчинено проти Бога, нас самих та інших і помолитися за їх відпущення;
тим, хто часто причащається, слід приходити на святу сповідь принаймні чотири рази на рік (під час кожного із
чотирьох щорічних постів);
ті, хто причащається, повинні з вечора перед прийняттям Святого Причастя, припинити вживання всякої їжі і напоїв;
ті, хто причащається, повинні шляхом молитов підготувати себе до прийняття причастя;
всі православні християни повинні, принаймні, раз на рік отримати Святе Причастя;
ті, хто спізнився на Божественну Літургію (прийшов після того, як було прочитано Апостол і Євангеліє) не можуть
підходити до чаші; хворі, і ті, хто має обмезсені фізичні моеисливості, звільняються від вище викладених вимог;
немовлята та діти до семи років, які належать до Православної християнської віри, можуть отримувати Святе
Причастя і звільняються від вшиє викладених вимог;
Дякуємо за те, що Ви прийшли помолитися з нами сьогодні у церкві Ісуса Христа. 'Разом з вами ми віддали славу
Єдиному Господу, Отцеві, і Синові, і Духові Святому. Нехай дотримування вічного вчення нашого Господа наблизить
нас один до одного Боh

Holy Prophet and God-Seer Moses
Troparion to the Resurrection – Tone 6
The angelic powers were at Thy tomb; the guards became as dead men.
Mary stood by Thy grave, seeking Thy most pure Body. Thou didst
capture hell, not being tempted by it. Thou didst come to the Virgin
granting life. O Lord, who didst rise from the dead: glory to Thee!
Troparion to the prophet moses- Tone 2
You ascended to the heights of the virtues, Prophet Moses;
therefore, you were deemed worthy to see the glory of God.
Having received the grace-filled tablets of the Law,
and bearing the grace of the writing within yourself,
you were the honorable praise of prophets,
and a great mystery of piety.
Kontakion to the prophet Moses - Tone 2
The choir of prophets rejoices with Moses and Aaron today,
for the fulfillment of their prophecy is in our midst.
The Cross, by which You have saved us, shines forth today.
By their prayers, O Christ God, have mercy on us.
Kontakion to the Resurrection – Tone 6
When Christ God, the Giver of Life, raised all of the dead from the valleys of misery with His mighty hand, He
bestowed resurrection on the human race. He is the Savior of all, the Resurrection, the Life and the God of All.
The Holy Prophet and God-Seer Moses was of the tribe of Levi, the son of Abram and Jochabed (Exodus 6:20). His life is
described in the Bible (Exodus 2 through Deuteronomy 34:12). Moses was born in Egypt around 1689 B.C. When Pharaoh
ordered all male children of the Hebrew slaves to be killed (Exodus 1:22), Moses' mother placed him in a basket of papyrus
coated with pitch, and set him adrift on the Nile. Pharaoh's daughter found him and raised him as her own son.
At the age of eighty, Moses fled to Midian, where he spoke to God in the Burning Bush on Mt. Horeb (Exodus 3:2). God
chose Moses to lead His people from the slavery of Egypt. They crossed the Red Sea as if it were dry land, and for forty years
they wandered in the desert. Arriving in the land of Moab, Moses went to the top of Mt. Nabau, or Nebo (Deuteronomy
32:49), which is called Phasga (Deut. 34:1). There, according to the will of God, he died in 1569 B.C. at the age of 120
without entering the Promised Land.
The first two Biblical Odes are attributed to Moses: "Let us sing to the Lord…" (Exodus 15:1-9), which was sung on the
shores of the Red Sea after the Hebrews had crossed it. "Attend, O heaven…" (Deut. 32:1-43) was sung in the land of Moab,
a few days before Moses' death. He is also regarded as the author of the Pentateuch (the first five books of the Old
Testament).
The holy Prophet Moses performed many miracles during his lifetime, and also after his death. He appeared on Tabor with
the Prophet Elias at the Transfiguration of the Lord.
On the day that St John of the Ladder was installed as abbot of Mt. Sinai, the Prophet Moses was seen going around and
giving orders to the cooks, stewards, and servants. When the guests had gone and the monks were sitting at table, they
wondered what had become of the stranger who had been giving orders. St John said, "Our Lord Moses does nothing strange
by serving in the place which belongs to him."

www.oca.org

Prokiemon
O Lord, save Thy people, and bless Thine inheritance.
Verse: Unto Thee will I cry, O Lord, my strength; keep Thou not silent unto me.

Lesson from the Second Epistle of Saint Paul to the Corinthians
( c. 4, v. 6- 15 )
Brethren, God, who commanded light to shine out of darkness, illumined my heart, and revealed to me the
divine glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
I have this treasure in an earthly vessel to show that the sovereign power belongs to God, and not to me. I am
always afflicted, but never crushed; perplexed, but not disheartened; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but
not annihilated.
I am always carrying in my body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may be manifested in my body also.
For, while I live, I am given up to death for the sake of Jesus. Thus, the life of Jesus will be manifested in my body
also. So, death is operating in me, and life in you.
I have the same spirit of faith as he who says in the Scripture: "I believed, and so I spoke." Therefore, I also
believe, and so I speak. Because I know that God, who raised the Lord Jesus from the dead, will raise me also
through Jesus and bring me with you in his presence.
It is all for your benefit. Thus, as divine grace is reaching more and more people, likewise more and more
thanksgiving is offered to the glory of God.

2 до

коринтян 4:6-15

Бог сказав: «Із темряви засяє світло» . Воно засяяло у наших серцях, щоб збагатити нас світлом пізнання
слави Божої, яка сяє в особі Ісуса Христа. Та ми, неначе глиняні глечики, які тримають цей скарб, щоб
показати, що ця найвища сила належить Богу, а не нам. У всьому нас усіляко пригноблюють, та ми не
роздавлені; нас збивають з пантелику, та ми не впадаєм у розпач. Нас переслідують, та ми не покинуті
Богом; нас збивають з ніг, та ми не гинемо. Ми повсякчас зазнаємо смерть Ісуса в наших тілах, щоб і життя
Його в нас також виявилося. Нас, живих, завжди віддають на смерть за Ісуса, щоб його життя виявилося в
наших смертних тілах. Отже, смерть порядкує в нас, а життя — у вас.
Ми маємо один і той же Дух віри, про який сказано у Святому Писанні: Я повірив, і тому говорив».
Отже, ми теж віримо, і тому говоримо. Ми знаємо, що Той, Хто воскресив із мертвих Ісуса Христа, також
воскресить і нас разом з Ісусом, і поставить нас разом з вами перед Ним. Бо все це робиться заради вас,
щоб, як милість Божа поширюється на все більше число людей, вона приносила все більшу подяку і Славу
Богу.

The Gospel According to St. Matthew
(C.22, v. 35-46)
At that time, a lawyer came up to Jesus in order to test him
and asked him: "Master, what is the greatest commandment in
the Law ?"
Jesus answered him: "You must love the Lord your God
with your whole heart, your whole soul, and your whole
mind." This is the first and greatest commandment. The
second is similar to the first: "You must love your neighbor
like yourself. All the law and the prophets, depend on these
two commandments."
While the Pharisees were assembled there, Jesus asked
them: "What do you think about the Messiah ? Whose son is
he?" They answered him: "David's."
He said to them: "Yes, but David, inspired by the Spirit,
calls him Master, and says: 'The Lord said to my Master, Sit at
my right hand until I put your enemies under your feet.' Now if
David calls him Master, how can he be his son?" No one could
make him any answer. So from that day no one ventured to ask
him any more questions.

Від Матвія 22:35-46
Один із них, знавець Закону Мойсея запитав,
випробовуючи Ісуса: «Вчителю, яка заповідь Закону є
найважливішою?» Ісус відповів: «„Люби Господа Бога
свого всім серцем, усією душею і розумом своїм”. Це
перша і найголовніша заповідь. Є ще й друга заповідь,
подібна до цієї: „Любіть ближнього свого, як себе
самого”. Увесь Закон і вчення пророків спираються на ці
дві заповіді».
Тоді Ісус звернувся до всіх фарисеїв, які зібралися там: «Що ви думаєте про Христа? Чий Він Син?» Вони
відповіли: «Давидів Син». Ісус сказав: «Як же тоді Давид, якого надихнув Дух Святий, назвав Його
Господом, коли казав:
Господь Бог мовив до Господа мого:„Сядь по праву руку від Мене, доки не покладу Я ворогів Твоїх до ніг
Твоїх .
Тобто сам Давид називав Христа „Господом”. То як же Він може бути Сином Давидовим?» Але ніхто Ісусу
на те нічого не міг відповісти, і відтоді ніхто не наважувався Його про щось питати.

Prayer List
Heavenly Father, Who sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to be the Physician of our souls and bodies, Who came to heal
sickness and infirmity, Who healed the paralytic, and brought back to life the daughter of Jairus, Who healed the woman who had been sick
for twelve years by the her mere touch of the hem of your robe, visit and heal also your beloved servants:
Olha Cherniavska
Rose Zalenchak
Helen Wilwert
Eva Stasko
Elissa Lopez
Dave Harrison

Tetiana Kozak
Jane Allred
Pearl Homyrda
Max Rozum
Jeanette Gill
Sam Jarovich

Millie Good
Mildred Dunlap
Kathryn Ostaffy
Ronda Bicke
Irene Palahunik

Victor Saganey
Kieth O’Donnell
Jackson Janosek
Sandy Rozum
Mary Ellen Heitzman

Reggie Warford
Peter Zinski
James Horowitz
Sebastian Leis
Patty Valentino

from all physical and spiritual maladies by the power and grace of Your Christ. Grant them the patience that comes from believing that
You are always at work in our lives to bring good out of evil. Grant them strength of body, mind and soul. Raise them up from the bed of
pain. Grant them full recovery. May they experience the same surge of healing power flow through their bodies ,as did the sick woman
who touched your robe. For we, too, are touching your robe today, dear Lord, through this our prayer. We approach you with the same
faith she did. Grant them the gift of health. For You alone are the source of healing and to You we offer glory, praise and thanksgiving in
the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen

Mnohaya Lita - Many Blessed Years
Names Days
Feast Days of:
September 18 Prophet Zacharias and the Righteous
Elizabeth
Betty Stewart, Zachary Haluszczak, Zachary
Kapeluck, Eleeza Anatolich, Lisa Hladon
September 21 Nativity of the Theotokos –
Mary Peyton, Mary Pontus Maria Stepanovich,
Maria Warholak, Beverly Kapeluck, Mary Olexa
September 22 Righteous Anna
Anna Sekelik, Annabel Losego, Ann Sally,
Ann Woznak, Lynda Ann West,
Sherri Ann Walewski

September 18 Prophet Zaharias
September 22 Righteous Ancestor Anna

Pray for our friends and relatives serving in the
armed forces.
Patrick Kluyber, Catherine Sheerin, Gregory Markiw
Pray for our Catechumens

Anniversaries
September 17 Ronald & Beverly Wachnowsky
September 18 Nicholas & Jenny Sally

Pray for our parishioners in vocational studies
Deacon Cliff O’Neil

Birthdays
September 23 Sharon Gazella

FYI
•

•

EIS POLLA ETI DESPOTA! We welcome our Archbishop, His Eminence Daniel on this joyous occasion of
the ordination of sub-deacon Cliff O’Neil to the diaconate. The entire parish extends its thanks for his presence
among us and our heartfelt prayers and congratulations to Fr. Deacon Evan (Cliff) O’Neil, his wife Alice and
his family on this most auspicious event in the life of our parish. May the good Lord grant you a fruitful tenure
in His vineyard and many blessed and healthy years. Mnohaya Lita! Axios!
BASKET RAFFLE: Thank you to everyone that helped make the Basket Raffle a great success! Be it for your
time or donation, without your generosity we would not obtain such a great turn out in our basket raffle. Again
thank you!
************************************************************************************

*****************************************************************************************
KITCHEN WORKERS SCHEDULE

FALL, 2017
Oct 16, Monday
Oct 17, Tuesday

7:30 am
9:00 am

Potato preparation plus pinch 1 (possibly 2) batch pierogies
pinch 2 batches pierogies

Dec 4, Monday
Dec 5, Tuesday

7:30 am
9:00 am

Potato preparation plus pinch 1 (possibly 2) batch pierogies
pinch 2 batches pierogies

Dec 11, Monday
Dec 12, Tuesday

8:00 am
8:00 am

Bread Baking
Bread Baking

24th Annual Walk For Missions
At South Park
Sunday, October 9th

Join us so we can form a Sts. Peter & Paul team and walk with our
neighboring Orthodox Christians and show our support for the many
on going missionary projects!
Sponsored by: Orthodox Clergy Brotherhood
Details to follow……………Alexis Sawchuk
******************************************************************************************

We will be having a special collection after Liturgy for the next two weeks to aid
those who have been affected by the devastation of hurricanes Harvey and Irma. Our
donations will be joined with rest of the diocese’s in an effort to bring some relief and
comfort to all those who have lost so much in this disaster.
Remembering our own experience with the fury of nature let us be the face of Christ
to so many in need.

Why We Need a God of Wrath

By: Fr. Lawrence Farley
Every age faces the temptation to remake the true God in its own image—or in other words, the temptation to idolatry. The
brutal ages of barbarian northern Europe tended to refashion God into a kind of Christian Viking, a warrior God, one who
disdained weakness, a God who did not allow Himself meekly to be nailed to a cross, but who boldly mounted the wood
Himself. The same area of Europe much later in the 1930s refashioned the God of the Jews once again and put forth a blonde
Aryan Christ who despised the Jews as heartily as they did. Southern portions of America produced a God who endorsed
slavery, forbade inter-racial marriage, and enforced the so-called “curse of Ham”, inflicting black skin on one of Noah’s
progeny as a punishment. The temptation to remake God into our own image and imagine that He conforms to our own
cultural norms is enduring and universal.
Today this temptation pushes us to proclaim that God has no wrath—to (as one of its proponents phrases it) “unwrath” Him,
so that the words “God is love” means “God could never be wrathful”. It is not hard to see how closely this new picture of
God (for its proponents cheerfully admit the picture is new) conforms to our own cultural norms. We are a culture which has
(quite properly) developed a horror of war and conflict—not surprisingly, since the twentieth century arguably saw more
international blood-letting than all previous centuries combined. We lionize men and woman of peace—persons like Gandhi
and Anne Frank—and in our eyes the worst criminals are war criminals. We rightly look down upon delight in war and look
back upon the enthusiasm for armed conflict that swept over the young soldiers going off to fight in the first world war with a
kind of amazed pity. We know only too well that anger leads men and nations into bad places and we have no trouble
believing St. James when he writes, “the anger of man does not achieve the righteousness of God”.
We may see clearly then how our horror of war and human anger sets us up to have a horror of hell and of divine anger. What
may not be so clearly seen is how our awareness of human sin has eroded and all but vanished, and how this too sets us up to
regard divine anger as unreasonable and unworthy. The convergence of these two largely unacknowledged factors—our
twentieth century horror of war and longing for peace and our twentieth century loss of awareness of our own sinfulness—
drives us to refashion the biblical picture of God into a more congenial likeness—a God whose love leaves no room for wrath
or anger.
The biblical picture of God, from the early passages of Genesis to the final words of Revelation, is of a God who exhibits
both tenderness and anger, or (in the words of St. Paul) both kindness and severity (Romans 11:22). He judged the
transgression of the first-created man and woman with a sentence of mortality, and the sin of Cain with expulsion and exile.
When sin multiplied and overflowed on the earth, He sent the waters of death to overflow in response, and drowned all of the
world save Noah and his family.

Detailing every biblical instance of God’s judgment would require a book, not a blog-post. Perhaps the best way to sum up
the Old Testament portrait of God is by citing its first liturgical song, the so-called Song of Moses found in Exodus 15. This
song celebrates the judgment of God upon the Egyptians, avenging His oppressed people and setting them free. It concludes
and culminates a long series of His judgments on the Egyptians when plague after plague laid them low and humiliated their
idols, whose powerlessness to save was thereby revealed. Familiarity with Cecil B. DeMille’s The Ten Commandments with
Charlton Heston playing Moses has both dramatized and sanitized those terrible days of plague. In the movie version, the
plagues lasted only days; in the biblical text the terror and disaster went on for weeks and months. What the movie did not
miss was the terror of the final plague—the death of the first-born. “Moses said, ‘Thus says the Lord: About midnight I am
going out into the midst of Egypt and all the firstborn in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sits on
his throne, even to the firstborn of the slave-girl who is behind the millstones; all the firstborn of the cattle as well’…Now it
came about at midnight that the Lord struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh who sat on his
throne to the firstborn of the captive who was in the dungeon, and all the firstborn of cattle. Pharaoh arose in the night, he and
all his servants and all the Egyptians, and there was a great cry in Egypt, for there was no home where there was not someone
dead”.
Even the spectacular closing of the Red Sea upon the pursuing Egyptian soldiers shortly thereafter could not, I suggest,
compare with this horror. But the night of terror and the deaths of Egyptian soldiers in the Red Sea are not lamented in the
Song, but celebrated: “I will sing to the Lord, for He is highly exalted! The horse and rider He has hurled into the sea! The
Lord is my strength and my song; He has become my salvation! This is my God and I will praise Him; my father’s God and I
will extol Him! The Lord is a warrior; the Lord is His Name! Your right hand, O Lord, is majestic in power, Your right hand,
O Lord, shatters the enemy. In the greatness of Your majesty, You have overthrown Your adversaries.”
One could, if one had a low view of the Scriptures, write this off as a bit of cold-hearted Israelite nationalism. But then one
would need to write off pretty much the rest of the Old Testament as well: the Mosaic slaughter of the apostates worshipping
the golden calf at the foot of Mount Sinai, the judgment befalling the rebels Dathan and Abiram when the earth swallowed
them up for their rebellion, the destruction of Jericho, the striking down of Uzzah for his irreverence against the Ark, and the
leprosy smiting both Uzziah the king and Gehazi the prophet’s servant. Time would fail me if I would tell of all the other
instances of divine judgment in the Old Testament. It is best summed up by the opening utterance of Nahum the prophet: “A
jealous and avenging God is the Lord; the Lord is avenging and wrathful. The Lord takes vengeance on his adversaries and
He reserves His wrath for His enemies. The Lord is slow to anger and great in power; the Lord will by no means leave the
guilty unpunished.”
One might, I suppose, break faith with the unbroken tradition of the Church and side with the heretic Marcion, who happily
unwrathed the Christian God by rejecting this Old Testament picture as inaccurate and unreliable. Marcion simply consigned
the entirety of the Law and the Prophets to the ashcan. Today, taught by Darwin to regard everything as evolving and
improving, some retain the Old Testament text itself and simply reject the bits they dislike, declaring them insufficiently
developed and not yet spiritual. That spirituality and acceptability would come, they declare, with Christ and the Gospel. (One
imagines Marcion simply shrugging and saying, “I could live with that.”)
The problem for these Latter Day Marcionite Saints is that the New Testament also partakes of both the kindness and the
severity found in the Old Testament. Christ, for all His tenderness, compassion, and patience, still drove out the animals of
the money-changers from the Temple with whips. He denounced the Pharisees as hypocrites, children of Gehenna, serpents,
whited sepulchres, and a brood of vipers bound for hell. He pronounced woes upon the cities of Chorazin and Bethsaida and
said that Capernaum would descend to Hades, the land of death. He declared that the wicked would be cast into the outer
darkness, a place of weeping and of gnashing of teeth, into the unquenchable fire, and into eternal punishment, however much
they hammered on heaven’s door and sought entry. He said that those who opposed Him were children of the devil who
would die in their sins, and that it would have been better for the one who betrayed Him if he had never been born.
Christ was the same after His ascension into heaven. John saw Him in glory standing in the midst of His seven Asian
churches, still the Saviour and the Judge. To those who rejected His teaching said, “Repent, or else I am coming to you
quickly and I will make war with the sword of My mouth.” Concerning a local teacher and her disciples He said, “I gave her
time to repent and she does not want to repent of her immorality. Behold, I will throw her on a bed of sickness and I will kill
her children [i.e. her disciples] with pestilence and all the churches will know that I am the one who searches the minds and
hearts and I will give to each one of you according to your deeds.”
One person (Brad Jersak, in his A More Christlike God) has suggested that a key to understanding Christ is found in
Revelation 5:5-6, where the Lion is revealed not only as a lamb, but as a lamb slain, and that this means that Christ has no

more wrath or judgment than a sacrificial lamb in its
meekness. Such “exegesis” is spurious—a chapter
later we see men fleeing from the wrath of this Lamb
and from “the great day of wrath” (Revelation 6:1617), and the Book of Revelation culminates with the
Second Coming and the marriage supper of the Lamb.
How harmless that slain Lamb is may be learned from
Revelation 19:11f: “I saw heaven opened and behold,
a white horse, and He who sat on it is called faithful
and true and in righteousness He judges and wages
war. From His mouth comes a sharp sword so that
with it He may strike down the nations and He treads
the wine press of the fierce wrath of God, the
Almighty.”
There is nothing for it—we must face up to the fact that
the biblical picture of God in the Old Testament and of Christ in the New is one of both tenderness and wrath, of both
kindness and severity, and that an “unwrathed” deity can only be produced by selecting one aspect of the total picture and
remaking this one detail into a new whole. It is not so much interpreting some verses in the light of others as it is ignoring
many unwelcome verses in favour of a few more welcome ones. This has been the preferred method of heretical exegesis
throughout the centuries.
The real question therefore is not “Is the biblical God a God of
wrath?”, but rather “Why is the wrath of God celebrated so widely and so emphatically in the Bible?” For throughout the
history of Christian exegesis, God’s judgment is not treated like a dirty little divine secret or a lamentable flaw in God’s
otherwise sterling character, but praised and emphasized as part of our salvation. We are taught to rejoice at His coming
judgment: “Let the sea roar and all it contains, the world and those who dwell in it! Let the rivers clap their hands, let the
mountains sing together for joy before the Lord, for He is coming to judge the earth!” (Psalm 98:7-9). Or more succinctly, the
Church cries out, “Marantha!” “Christ is in our midst! He is and shall be!” Why this exultation at the judgment of God? Or,
put differently, why should we welcome the coming of the God of wrath?
It is important to understand the divine wrath and to see that it is not
the manifestation of any irascibility (as the pagan gods could sometimes prove irascible), but of moral fervour. That is, divine
wrath is what happens when divine goodness encounters evil. We see this even when our own little human fragments of
morality and goodness encounter true evil—when we are brought face to face with such evils as the Nazi’s Final Solution of
the Jewish Question (i.e. the Holocaust), or the killing fields of Pol Pot or the beheadings of ISIS. We are repelled and feel
moral indignation at such atrocities. Love for the individuals committing the atrocities does nothing to diminish our moral
outrage at the acts themselves. And if we who are fallen feel such wrath at evil, how much more would a righteous God rise
up in anger against it? God’s zeal to avenge, His wrath when confronted with evil is nothing other than His manifested moral
goodness—the same goodness which delights to bless the righteous, to forgive the penitent, and to protect the orphan and the
widow. To say that God is love—i.e. that God is good—implies both His zeal to protect the helpless and His zeal to avenge
the helpless when they are struck down and violated. To “unwrath” God would be to strip Him of His zeal to avenge, to shield
and vindicate the helpless. It would be to disarm Him of His moral compass. An unwrathed God would not be more loving
than a wrathful one, just more ineffectual.
And we want God to be effectual, especially when it comes to dealing with our own sins. God’s wrath at sin is the expression
of His moral determination to banish sin from the cosmos He made. While that may be bad news for the impenitent wicked of
the earth, it is good news for the fallen but penitent—that is, for us. For we want and need a God who can banish sin from our
hearts, a God who will not stop or be satisfied with us until every ounce and atom of sin, disease, and darkness have been
rooted out of our hearts. Only by such a relentless war against our sin can we be fully and finally healed and whole. Only by
such determined wrath against all that afflicts and torments us can we stand tall and joyful and live in the eternal bliss for
which we were made.
God hates sin and takes action against it wherever He finds it, just as a good physician might hate cancer in his patients and
take action to cure it. Everyone in the whole wide world stands in need of such curing. “May our God come and not keep
silence! Fire devours before Him and it is very tempestuous around Him” (Psalm 50:3). May that fire of wrath and love
devour the sin lurking in us. May it burn up the thorns of our transgressions and enlighten us to proclaim the true God.
https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/nootherfoundation/need-god-wrath/

SOYUZ UKRAINOK
Pittsburgh Branch #27
In cooperation with

Poltava Ukrainian Dance Company
is sponsoring its annual

Vyshyvani Vechornytsi
with Presentation of Debutantes
on Saturday, September 23 , 2017
Pittsburgh Airport Marriott
777 Aten Road Coraopolis, PA 15108.
Cocktails 5:30-6:30 pm,
Program and Presentation of Debutantes at 6:30 pm
Dinner to follow.
Dancing 8:00 to 11:00
to the Music of the Continental Dukes.
Dukes
Tickets: Adults $45.00,
Children $20.00,
Dance only $10.00
For reservations, call Anne Konecky at 412-343-0309
or Slava Komichak at 412-833-6657 by September 18, 2017

Calendar of Events
October 28
November
December 9

“Whirlwind of Ukraine” Kyiv Dance Ensemble Show
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner
14th Annual Cookie Walk

Parish Weekly Schedule
Monday

Kyiv Ukrainian Dance Ensemble & School
Rehearsals begin every Monday at 6:00 pm. Classes for all ages.
For more info call Director Natalie Kapeluck or just stop down any Monday.

Thursday Morning

Senior Coffee Hour
You’re invited to our FREE coffee and donuts, and sometime pancakes, French toast or waffles every Thursday from
10:00 AM to 11:30 . . .or whenever it’s over. At the parish hall. YOU ARE NOT PERMITTED TO BRING ANYTHING!!!
However, bring a Friend!!! Need A Ride, Call: Steve Sivulich, (Hall Phone: 412-276-9718) SPONSORED BY:
Sts. Peter & Paul Kitchen Workers

3rd Sunday of the Month

St John & Martin’s Closet
Clothing for men, women and children. Bedding & towels
Trade something old for something new, leave a donation. or just take what you need.
Donations of clean, gently used or new clothing/bedding accepted when the closet door is open. Call 279-9718 to

schedule a donation.

BULLETIN SPONSOR DATES

September 10__________________________
September 17__________________________
September 24__________________________

October 1_______________________________
October 8_______________________________
October 15______________________________
October 22______________________________
October 29______________________________

********************************************************************************************
BULLETIN SPONSOR FORM
Sponsor______________________________________________________________________
In Honor of___________________________________________________________________
In Memory of_________________________________________________________________
Date of Bulletin you wish to sponsor______________________________________________
Donation ($20. minimum suggested)______________________________________________
(Please make checks payable to “Sr. UOL Chapter”) ____

SS. Peter & Paul
Ukrainian Orthodox Church
PO Box 835
Carnegie, PA 15106
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

