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When the stone had been sealed by the Jews; while the soldiers were 
guarding Thy most pure Body; Thou didst rise on the third day, O Savior, 

granting peace to the world.  The powers of heaven therefore cried to 
Thee, O Giver of Life: Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ!  Glory to Thy 

Kingdom!  Glory to Thy dispensation, O Thou who lovest mankind. 
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� � � � � � � � � �

� The twofold lamps of divine gifts,  Proclus, shepherd of New 
Rome, and Gregory, scion of Decapolis,  guide us by the light of grace as 
divinely-inspired fathers. Let us draw near and eagerly beseech them,  that 

we may receive forgiveness and salvation of our souls. 
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The Church knows you to be a brilliant sun enlightening all with the rays 
of healing and the beauty of virtue. Therefore, as we celebrate your 

honored memory, we glorify your struggles, ever-blest and all-wise father 
Gregory.�
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As God, Thou didst rise from the tomb in glory, raising the world with Thyself.  Human nature praises Thee as 
God, for death has vanished! Adam exults, O Master!  Eve rejoices, for she is freed from bondage, and cries to 

Thee: Thou art the Giver of Resurrection to all, O Christ! 

Saint Gregory the Decapolite was born in the Isaurian city of Decapolis (ten cities) in the eighth century. From his 
childhood he loved the temple of God and church services. He read the Holy Scripture constantly and with 
reverence 

In order to avoid the marriage which his parents had intended for him, he secretly left home. He spent all his life 
wandering: he was in Constantinople, Rome, Corinth, and he lived as an ascetic on Olympus for a while. Saint 
Gregory preached the Word of God everywhere, denouncing the Iconoclast heresy, strengthening the faith and 
fortitude of the Orthodox, whom the heretics in those times oppressed, tortured and imprisoned. 

Through his ascetic effort and prayer, Saint Gregory attained the gifts of prophecy and wonderworking. After 
overcoming the passions and reaching the height of virtue, he was permitted to hear angelic singing in praise of the 
Holy Trinity. Saint Gregory left the monastery of Saint Menas near Thessalonica, where he had labored for a long 
time, and he went again to Constantinople in order to combat the Iconoclast heresy. At the capital, a grievous 
illness undermined his strength, and he departed to the Lord in the year 816.                               
                                        Saint 
Gregory was buried at a monastery in Constantinople, and many miracles took place at his tomb. As a result, the 
monks removed the holy relics of Saint Gregory and enshrined them in the church where people could venerate 
them. When Constantinople fell to the Turks in 1453, the relics of Saint Gregory were carried to the region of the 
Danube by a Turkish official. In 1498 Barbu Craiovescu, the Ban of the Romanian Land (Wallachia) heard of the 
miracles performed by the holy relics and bought them for a considerable sum of money. Barbu Craiovescu placed 
the relics in the main church of Bistritsa Monastery which he founded in Rimnicu Vilcea, where they remain to the 
present day.A small book describing the miracles and healings performed by Saint Gregory the Decapolite in 
Romania has been written by Abbess Olga Gologan, who reposed in 1972. www.oca.org  
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Let Thy mercy be upon us, for we have trust in Thee, we have trust in Thee 

Verse; Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous! For it becometh the just to be thankful. 
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c.5, v. 9-19 
 

    Brethren, live like children of light. For the light of the Holy Spirit leads to perfect goodness, righteousness, and 
truth. Try always to find out what is pleasing to the Lord.  
    Take no part in the orgies of benighted paganism. On the contrary, denounce them publicly. True, it is shameful 
even to mention their secret practices. But when you denounce them publicly, you expose them under the light. 
When you expose them, you reveal them in their true light. For the Scripture says: "Wake up, O sleeper, rise from 
the dead, and Christ will give you light."  
    Therefore, be careful in your conduct, and do not live unwisely, but wisely. Make the most of your opportunity, 
for these are evil days. So, do not behave foolishly, but try to understand what is the will of the Lord.  
    Do not get an artificial stimulation from wine, as the pagans do, for that will lead you to drunkenness. On the 
contrary, get all your inspiration from the Holy Spirit, and express your religious enthusiasm in antiphonal psalms, 
hymns, and spiritual anthems, singing and praising the Lord with all your hearts.  
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                                                                         c. 12,  v. 16-21 
 
    The Lord narrated this parable: "There was a rich man whose estate yielded plentiful crops. So he asked himself 
: 'What am I going to do? For I have no place to store my crops in.' Then he answered himself: 'This is what I will 
do. I will pull down my storehouses and build larger ones ; there I will store up my crops and my goods; then I will 
say to my soul: Now, my soul, you have plenty of wealth laid up for many years. Relax, eat, drink, and enjoy 
yourself.' "  
    "But God said to him: 'You fool ! This very night you must render up your soul. Then who will get what you 
have stored up?' This will be the end of the man who lays up treasures for himself, but not with God." Then Jesus 
exclaimed: "Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear."  
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Today is the prelude of the good will of God, 
of the preaching of the salvation of mankind. 

The Virgin appears in the Temple of God, 
in anticipation proclaiming Christ to all. 

Let us rejoice and sing to her: 
“Rejoice, O Fulfillment of the Creator’s dispensation!”�
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The most pure Temple of the Savior; the precious Chamber and Virgin; 
the sacred Treasure of the glory of God, is presented today to the house of the 
Lord. She brings with her the grace of the Spirit, therefore, the angels of God 

praise her: "Truly this woman is the abode of heaven." 
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Then indeed, even the first covenant had ordinances of divine service and the earthly sanctuary. 
 

For a tabernacle was prepared: the first part, in which was the lampstand, the table, and the showbread, which is 
called the sanctuary; and behind the second veil, the part of the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of All, 
which had the golden censer and the ark of the covenant overlaid on all sides with gold, in which were the golden 
pot that had the manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant; and above it were the cherubim of 
glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these things we cannot now speak in detail. 
 

Now when these things had been thus prepared, the priests always went into the first part of the tabernacle, 
performing the services. 
 

But into the second part the high priest went alone once a year, not without blood, which he offered for himself and 
for the people’s sins committed in ignorance.  
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Now it happened as they went that He entered a certain 
village; and a certain woman named Martha welcomed 
Him into her house. 
 

And she had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ 
feet and heard His word. But Martha was distracted with 
much serving, and she approached Him and said, “Lord, 
do You not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? 
Therefore tell her to help me.” 
 

And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, 
you are worried and troubled about many things. But one 
thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part, 
which will not be taken away from her.” 
 

And it happened, as He spoke these things, that a certain 
woman from the crowd raised her voice and said to Him, 
“Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts 
which nursed You!” 
 

But He said, “More than that, blessed are those who hear 
the word of God and keep it!” 
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When Thou didst descend to death, O Life Immortal, Thou 
didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy God-head!  And 
when from the depths Thou didst raise the dead, all the 

powers of heaven cried out; O Giver of Life, Christ our God!  
Glory to Thee! 
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You astounded all, long-suffering James,  

by enduring horrible tortures with great patience. 
As the evil assembly performed the slaughter,  

you uttered prayers of thanksgiving to the Lord. 
Through your sufferings you received your crown,  

and came to the throne of the heavenly King, Christ God. 
Entreat Him to save our souls! 
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You listened to your faithful wife 

and contemplated the judgment of God, holy James;  
you despised the threats and commands of the Persians,  
accepting the cutting of your body as though you were a 

vine. 
Therefore you were revealed as a martyr worthy of honor. 
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Hell became afraid, O Almighty Savior, seeing the miracle 

of Thy Resurrection from the tomb!  The dead arose!  
Creation, with Adam, beheld this and rejoiced with Thee, 

and the world, O my Savior, praises Thee forever. 
�

�
�
�
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The Holy Great Martyr James the Persian (the Sawn-Asunder) was born in the fourth century into a pious Christian 
family, both wealthy and illustrious. His wife was also a Christian, and the couple raised their children in piety, 
inspiring in them a love for prayer and the Holy Scriptures. James occupied a high position at the court of the 
Persian emperor Izdegerd (399-420) and his successor Barakhranes (420-438). But on one of the military 
campaigns James, seduced by the emperor's beneficence, was afraid to acknowledge himself a Christian, and so he 
offered sacrifice to idols with the emperor.  
 
Learning of this, James' mother and wife wrote him a letter, in which they rebuked him and urged him to repent. 
Receiving the letter, James realized the gravity of his sin. Faced with the horror of being cut off not only from his 
family, but also from God Himself, he began to weep loudly, imploring the Lord for forgiveness.  
 
His fellow-soldiers, hearing him pray to the Lord Jesus Christ, reported this to the emperor. Under interrogation, St 
James bravely confessed his faith in the one True God. No amount of urging by the emperor could make him 
renounce Christ. The emperor then ordered the saint to be put to death.  
 
They began to cut off his fingers and his toes one by one, then his hands and his feet, and then his arms and legs. 
During the prolonged torture St James offered prayers of thanksgiving to the Lord, Who had granted him the 
possibility of redemption from his sins by enduring these terrible torments. Finally, the martyr was beheaded. 
Christians gathered up the pieces of his body and buried them with great reverence. www.oca.org   
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The Lord is my strength and my song, and He is my salvation. 
Verse: The Lord hath chastened and corrected me; but He has not given me over unto death. 

 
27th Sunday 
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c.6, v. 10-17 

 
    Brethren, be strong in the Lord, with all the power of his might. Put on the complete armor of God, so that you 
may be able to make a stand against the stratagems of the devil. For our struggle is not against a human enemy, but 
against the satanic principalities and dominions, against the Rulers of universal darkness in the lower world and 
against all the spirits of wickedness in the upper world.  
    Therefore, take up the complete armor of God, so that, when the evil days come, you may make a stand and hold 
your ground after the battle is over. So stand fast, gird your waist with the belt of truth, put the breastplate of 
righteousness on your chest, and shod your feet with the readiness to proclaim the Gospel of peace.  
    Above all, carry the shield of faith, so that you may quench all the fiery darts of the wicked fiend. Put on the 
helmet of salvation and take up the sword of the Holy Spirit, namely, the word of God.  
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c. 13,  v. 10-17 
 
    At that time, Jesus was preaching in one of 
the synagogues on the Sabbath. Here there 
was a woman who for eighteen years had 
been obsessed by a spirit of infirmity. She 
was bent down and could not straighten 
herself up at all.  
    When Jesus saw her, he called her and said 
to her : "Woman, you are released from your 
infirmity." Thereupon he laid his hands upon 
her. She was made straight immediately, and 
she glorified God.  
    But the leader of the synagogue was 
indignant, because Jesus had healed on the 
Sabbath, and said to the people:  
"There are six days on which it is right to 
work. Come on them and be healed, but not 
on the Sabbath day."  
    The Lord answered him: "You hypocrites! 
Everyone of you unties his ox or his donkey 
from the stall on the Sabbath and leads him 
away to water him. Now here is this woman, 
a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has 
bound for eighteen years. Was it wrong that 
she had been released from this bond on the 
Sabbath day?"  
    All his opponents were put to shame by his 
remarks, while all the people rejoiced over the 
glorious miracles which he performed. ".  
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Names Days 
 
December 5 Martyr Cecelia 
 Cecelia Pysh 
December 7 Great Martyr Catherine  

Cathy Vineyard, Catharine Litvak,              
Kathryn Ostaffy, Kathy Peyton, Cathy Haluszczak, 
Catherine Partridge, Catherine Walton,                
Tracey Sally, Lisa Ryan 

December 13 Apostle Andrew  
 Andrew Brennan, Andriy Pyvovar,                        

Andriy  Holovatiuk 
December 16 St. Adelaide 

Alice Bunio, Alice Sivulich, Allison Glasson 
 

Anniversaries 
December 13   Fr. Robert Popichak, Ordination  97’ 
 

Birthdays 
 

December 5     Connie Markiw 
December 8     Mary Pontus 
December 10   Katherine Partridge 
December 12   Melissa Haluszczak 
December 12   Darinka Olexa 
December 15   Nicole Kauer 
December 15   Andriy Holovatiuk 
December 16   Mark Losego 
 

  
Feast Days of: 

 
December 3 St. Proclus of Constantinople 
December 7 Great Martyr Catherine 
December 13 Apostle Andrew 
December 15 Prophet Habbakuk 
December 16 Prophet Zephaniah 
 
 
Pray for our friends and relatives serving in the 
 armed forces. 
                    
  Patrick Kluyber, Catherine Sheerin, Gregory Markiw 
 
Pray for our Catechumens 
 
   
Pray for our parishioners in vocational studies 
 
Deacon Cliff O’Neil, , Ethan Nixon 
 
 
 
 
 
�
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�  ANGEL TREE : St. Martin’s has received 84 requests for our Angel Tree. Please make a child’s Christmas a 

little more joyful by stopping down the parish hall and taking one …or even more Angel requests from the 
Christmas tree in the front of the hall. If you are unable to go shopping for a gift, Sherri and Natalie will gladly 
take your monetary donation and do your shopping for you.  Gifts must be in by December 10th   
  

�  AKATHIST SERVICE : We will be holding the Akathist to the Theotokos during the Nativity Fast on 
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm            
  

�  ST NICHOLAS : The Church School will be welcoming St. Nicholas to our parish on Sunday, December 17th. 
There will be a short program after Liturgy in the church. Please stay and enjoy St Nicholas’ arrival, followed 
by a luncheon. If you would like to bring a meatless dish or make a monetary donation for the luncheon, there 
will be a sign-up sheet at the coffee hour table starting today.       
  

�  KITCHEN :  Help is needed for pierogie making on Monday and Tuesday of this week (Dec.4,5).  On Monday, 
potato peeling is at 7:30 am with making of potato balls following at 8:30.  Pinching of pierogies begins at 9 
am.  Pinching concludes on Tuesday.  No experience is necessary - please come and help if you have time.  
    

*************************************************** ****************************  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*************************************************** ************************************** 

KITCHEN WORKERS SCHEDULE 
 

Winter, 2017 
 
Dec 4, Monday 7:30 am     Potato preparation plus pinch 1 (possibly 2) batch pierogies  
Dec 5, Tuesday 9:00 am     pinch 2 batches pierogies 
 
Dec 11, Monday 8:00 am      Bread Baking 
Dec 12, Tuesday 8:00 am      Bread Baking 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 



Permanent Conference of Ukrainian Orthodox Bishops Beyond the Borders of 
Ukraine  

Reflections On Pylypivka St. Philip's Fast 2017  
 

To the Venerable and Christ-loving clergy and laity of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Australia, New Zealand, Canada, 
Europe, South America, the United States of America and in Ukraine.   

  
May the Grace of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ, the Love of God the Father and the Fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all! 

We are currently living through the Pre-Nativity Fast – also known as Philip’s Fast because it begins on 15/28 November, the 
day following the Feast of the Holy Apostle Philip and known in the Western Church as Advent.  This fast continues to the 
Great Feast of the Nativity of our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ – the Incarnation – God becoming one of us for no 
other reason than to prove the depth of His Love for us. 
  
This is a period, which is often not the focus of contemporary Orthodox and non-Orthodox Christians, secularized and 
smothered in the over-commercialization of the “Xmas” season.  The fast is, according to the Church Fathers, a time of 
mercy, kindness, compassion, self-examination – a time, which challenges us to personal renewal in the Light of Christ’s 
Gospel.  It is a sacred season, during which we are called to make a spiritual journey from wherever we are in the world – 
from the “now” in our parish churches, which we all too often have difficulty seeing beyond – to the City of Bread – Beth-
lehem and into a cave, the “Holy of Holies”, and to a manger, pre-figuring the Chalice of the Eucharist, in order to bring the 
gift of ourselves to the Jesus Christ, Who is the Bread of Life. 

In ways that we may never fully comprehend, we make this journey like the Magi, like the shepherds.  We each bring our 
gifts and we dedicate them to Christ.  These are gifts willingly given for the good of others – the gold, frankincense and 
myrrh of our parenting, teaching, healing, friendship and compassion – in other words, our Love for one another.  
  
We must live through this fast period and each day of our lives in a prayerful attitude of openness to the empowering and 
unending Presence of the Loving and Living God.  Living an Orthodox Christian life makes heavy demands on us.  But, God 
gives us His strength.  The Power, the Love and the Grace of God are always with us – in our “community work”, the Liturgy 
and all other Divine Services, in our private prayer life, in all creation and every single one of His human creatures!  That 
living Presence makes all things new!  
  
Such an attitude of openness, of awe and wonder and joyful expectancy is what it takes to receive the strength to fulfill our 
life’s purpose.  Our God is the God of Life and He never stops with a sense of self-satisfaction to say:  “We’ve got it!”  It is 
always a movement on into the future.  It is always His Presence with us now, doing some new thing.  We may be in the 
depths of despair and we may feel ourselves caving in, but that is precisely when He moves in and the Light breaks through 
and the hope and the power and the healing come. 
  
Simply put, our goal during this Pre-Nativity Fast is to mature in Christ, to attain to spiritual quality and excellence in our 
profession of the Orthodox Christian Faith, to invite Christ Jesus into our very being, to proclaim to an increasingly nominal 
and apathetic Christian society that, which it would rather not hear:  “I bring you tidings of great joy…a Savior is born…He is 
Christ the Lord!” and He can be found in the hearts and homes of those who proclaim Him by their willingness to “let our 
light so shine before men, that they might see our good works and give glory to our Father Who is in Heaven” [Matthew 



5:16]. 
  
We call you all, as our spiritual children, to pray fervently during this season for the leaders of the world we live in today.  It 
is a secularized world full of strife, economic weakness and political instability.  Evil often manifests itself in the cleverest of 
ways during such times.  Pray for the maturity of those who lead all our nations and most especially those who lead in 
Ukraine, that their heart’s desire will always be to build a strong nation based on a system of law, peace and justice.  Pray that 
our Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church unites and returns to its historical role as the moral conscience of the nation. 
  
May He, Who so loved the world that He sent His Only-Begotten Son to be our Lord and Savior, assist us in our resolve to 
mature and be nourished by the word of Truth and Life-giving mysteries. May we grow and mature in Faith as Ukrainian 
Orthodox Christians so that others, having witnessed the Faith manifested in our personal lives and in our parish 
communities, will be drawn to Christ and like the shepherds of Bethlehem, will glorify and praise God for all that they had 
seen and heard through us. 

Assuring you of our prayers and love and requesting yours, we remain your servants in the Lord, 
  

+ Yurij 
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada  

+ Antony 
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA and Diaspora  

+ Jeremiah 
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, South America Eparchy  

+ Daniel 
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA 

+ Ilarion 
Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada 

+ Andrij 
Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada 
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UOL SUNDAY 
 
UOL Sunday occurs on the first Sunday in December, and is designated as the 
day when all UOL Chapters encourage their members to participate in the Divine 
Liturgy and receive the mysteries of confession and the Eucharist. On this 
Sunday we also commemorate those who have fallen asleep. 
  
UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA 
Dedicated to our Church -- Devoted to its Youth   
      
HISTORY         
                                                    
The Ukrainian Orthodox League of the USA (UOL) is an auxiliary organization of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, 
formed by the seventh Sobor in 1946. The major purposes of the UOL include the development of better 
knowledge and understanding of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church; encouraging youth interest and participation in 
the Church; publishing and distributing educational materials; promoting religious, cultural, and social activities 
and programs; promoting by every means possible the growth and development of the Orthodox Church.  
                                                      
The UOL also administers the Junior Ukrainian Orthodox League, which is composed of youth ranging in age from 
12-18 years. The Jr. UOL elects its own Executive Board and participates in the annual UOL teenage conference, 
the annual UOL convention, and other youth related activities.        
                                  
Major projects of the Senior UOL include administration of Metropolitan John scholarships for seminarians and 
clergy; awarding the Lynn Sawchuk-Sharon Kuzbyt scholarships for Juniors; planning educational activities 
including conferences, seminars, and lectures; sponsoring programs for pre-teens and their parents; sponsoring 
week-ends for young adults to gather; promoting missions activities in local parishes and communities as well as 
aid programs for communities in need in Ukraine and elsewhere in the world. The official publication of the UOL 
is the UOL Bulletin, available online. The UOL also publishes a variety of religious and cultural educational 
materials. 
 
MISSION OF THE UOL  

�  Promoting active participation in all aspects of the Orthodox faith and supporting the Church.  
�  Developing and maintaining programs and projects which educate members and promote dedication and 

commitment to the Church, Her teachings, traditions, and missions.  
�  Proving opportunities for the development of leadership skills and responsibility among the youth of the 

Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA.  
�  Providing and promoting information on Ukrainian heritage and history to the general public and 

establishing means which ensure the continuation of cultural awareness and pride within our membership. 

OUR CHAPTER 
  
The Sr. UOL Chapter of Sts. Peter & Paul, Carnegie, PA was formed in 1956 followed by the forming of our Jr. 
Chapter in 1960.   Our chapter quickly became active on all levels of church life, local, regional and national. Over 
the past six decades the UOL Chapters have excelled in fulling the Mission of the UOL and  upholding its motto: 
Dedicated to Our Church; Devoted to its Youth.  Below are some of the current activities of our Chapter. 
 

Scholarships 
For the past 30 years the Chapter has provided small scholarships to parishioners for any post-
secondary education (2-4 year college, trade school, seminary etc…). During this time period over 
$50,000. Has been awarded. 



 
Pysanky Sale  

Our Pysanky Sale has evolved over the past 50 years into a regional cultural event that has become 
an annual tradition for individuals and families throughout the tristate area. While originally a 
fundraiser, the sale and its ancillary events have come to also promote cultural education and the 
Orthodox faith. The sale funds approximately 75% of the Chapter's activities and ministries as well 
as funding the budgets of all of our other parish organizations.  

Publishing/Office 
This committee provides the office & publishing needs of parish. 
Activities: 

;  Publishing weekly Bulletin 
;  Publishing service books 
;  Printing of advertising for Parish festivals/events 
;  Misc. printing  
;  Providing office supplies 
;  Subsidizing office related fees: PO Box fee, bulk mail permit etc 

Ministries Committee 
Provides Christian ministries for the parish and public. 
Ongoing Activities:  

;  Replenishing booklets, pamphlets, magazines for Orthodox info racks. 
;  Providing the parish with Orthodox Study Bibles for new members. 
;  Maintaining book mobile.  
;  $5.00 Luncheons.  Yearly proceeds go to a specific charity. The 2016-2017 recipient was 

FOCUS Pittsburgh. The 2018 recipient will be St. Andrew’s Society 
;  Donations are given on average to about 12 other parish, local and national organizations 

each year. 
Coffee Hour 

The UOL has sponsored a weekly coffee hour for the past 40 years. The chapter views this activity 
more as a ministry than a fund raiser as each chapter member in lieu of paying membership dues 
hosts a coffee hour. During this past year a number of non-chapter members have joined this 
ministry. 
 

Ukrainian Food Festival 
Almost 20 years ago the Chapter teamed up with the Kitchen Workers to sponsor a food booth on 
the mall during the Carnegie Arts and Heritage Festival.  Once the Carnegie Festival ceased we 
continued this activity as our own food festival in our parish hall. 
 

Thanksgiving Dinner 
28 years ago the Chapter began the Thanksgiving Dinner Open house which invites anyone from the 
public to attend.  The event quickly became so popular within the parish that it became a parish 
sponsored event that the chapter supports. We distribute  on average 200 meals a year. 

 
 Parish Museum 

The Chapter founded the Sts Peter & Paul Museum & Archives 30 years ago. The Museum’s purpose was the 
preservation and propagation of parish history and Ukrainian culture. After a hiatus the Museum has 
reorganized and is once again active. 

 
 
 
 



On the Feast of the 
Presentation: Being a 
Modern Woman in an 
Ancient Calendar 
Nicole M. Roccas  

Several events coincided this morning: 

1.) I woke up, for the first time this year, to snow on 
the ground (cue the coziness). 

2.) I also woke up to find that a Time 
Eternal podcast episode I produced in tandem with my friend, Angela Doll Carlson, had been posted. It’s entitled 
“Being a Modern Woman in an Ancient Calendar.” 

3.) It’s the Feast of the Presentation of the Theotokos. 

I don’t mean to put the Feast of the Presentation on the same level as weather patterns and a podcast episode, but 
I’m a sucker for making much of coincidences. So, without further ado, let us… Make much. 

I’ve always found it interesting that, scarcely one week into an extended fast centered on Christ’s birth, we find 
ourselves back in the life of the Theotokos. We find ourselves back in tradition that pre-dates the life of Christ. 

Today’s feast marks the day Mary, as a young girl, was taken to the Jewish temple by her parents, Joachim and 
Anna, to live and serve as a Temple virgin until marrying. 

If you’ve been paying attention to the liturgical year, you may recall that Joachim and Anna had trouble conceiving 
and were barren late into their adult lives, when they finally conceived the Theotokos. Symbolically, this is paired 
with the barrenness of Israel–for 400 years, they’d had no prophets. Silence from God. 

Prior to getting pregnant, Joachim and Anna were visited by the archangel Gabriel, who promised them  “a 
daughter most blessed, by whom all the nations of the earth will be blessed, and through whom will come the 
salvation of the world” (you can read more about Joachim and Anna in the Protoevanglium of St. James). In 
response to this promise, Joachim and Anna promised they would offer their daughter to service in the temple as a 
vessel of God. 

So, here we are. The temple. The presentation. A blanket of fresh snow makes the world a bit more of a forgiving 
place. It covers the rust and dirt and dark places with something white and redeeming. 

There is something beautiful about the snow this morning–it reminds me of the Theotokos. It is still white, not yet 
tinged from dirt and pollution. At the risk of making the feminists cringe, it recalls to me the Theotokos’ purity as 
she was received by the temple. Of course she was a virgin, as we are told, but this extended beyond the anatomical 
sense of the word. Somehow, she managed to live as a real, flesh-and-blood woman on this earth, and yet remain 
unsullied by the dirt and cynicism and selfishness that clings to us. The snow, and the Theotokos on this day, 
remind me what I am called to: purity of heart, gentleness, forgiveness, a “Yes”-to-God attitude. I am called to 
make the darkness lighter and less harsh. 

Maybe, too, I am called to stark realities sometimes. The temple, I am sure, was no easy place to grow up–even for 
a willing spirit. The Theotokos was an ancient woman in an even more ancient calendar. Ritual times and 



seasons would have defined the temporal rhythms of her life in Jerusalem. In the end, this brought her closer to 
God rather than further. It seems to have deepened her humility and love rather than dampened it. When an angel 
showed up on her doorstep asking Mary if, you know, she would do this thing for God, if she would bear the Son 
of God in her actual body and be an object of disgrace, she didn’t say “I already spent my time in the temple for 
you, God, now it’s my time to get married and live my life!” No, she said yes to the will of God. 

And I cannot help but think maybe we can learn from her, as we try to balance our modern lives with an ancient 
calendar (though not quite as ancient calendar that Mary would have lived out in the temple). Not necessarily by 
“doing more,” but by being more willing, by being more rich towards God. By saying yes rather than saying no. 
I  know I’ve gotten the wrong attitude during the liturgical year when I stop saying yes to God. When I start 
partitioning out my life between “mine” and “His” (I already went to Church this week, God, now it’s “my time!”) 
This is a decidedly un-Mary-like attitude. 

For a hard heart, that is a cold reality. Here, too, the snow teaches me. It teaches me there is a season to die–to 
myself, perhaps, and to this world. It brings with it gusts of cold air I thought I’d forgotten these long months of 
summer and fall and then Indian summer. I forget the year of nature does not revolve around making me happy. It’s 
a forgetfulness that afflicts me every year–after the warm months of summer and autumn, I forget how merciless 
winter can actually be. I looked at my boots in the closet the other day, for the life of me trying to recall why I need 
them–how it can possibly get so cold I’d want to wear that many clunky layers on my feet. 

Now that the cold is here, it feels as familiar as an old glove. And I remember. 

I remember that even more cold, more barrenness is coming. In nature, we are being tucked into the great death that 
winter brings to the plants, to the soil. 

But in the liturgical year, strangely, we are leaving barrenness behind and entering slowly into life over death. 
Today marks the last fits of barrenness for the salvific year, the fulfillment of a promise made in the midst of an 
empty womb. And it’s a promise that bridges the temple worship of the Old Testament with Christ; dwelling in the 
Temple, Mary becomes the temple that will eventually bear God. She becomes what we are all called to be: living 
sanctuaries of God. In Christ, as in nature, even barrenness is eventually life-giving. 

The Presentation also marks the second great Marian feast day of the liturgical year. In our Orthodox year, the life 
and falling asleep of the Theotokos bookends the life, death and resurrection of Christ–bearing Him in liturgical 
time, just as she bore Him in her womb. After the Presentation, we turn more fully to the life of Christ. We will 
return to the Theotokos in August, celebrating her falling asleep (Dormition, August 15th). By then, we will have 
remembered in faith “all those things which have come to pass for us: the cross, the tomb, the resurrection on the 
third day, the ascension into heaven, the sitting at the right hand of God the Father…” as the Eucharistic canon of 
the liturgy puts it. In August, we will look back on the life of the Theotokos and remember in grief and in joy, all 
these great things God has done for us: life in the midst of death, God in the midst of man (or woman, in the case of 
the Theotokos), salvation in the midst of sin, birth in the midst of barrenness. 

But until then–at Christmas, and Pascha, and all the events which are to come–the Theotokos will linger, like most 
loving mothers, never far from her Son.  In a way, after today, we say goodbye to the Theotokos. But in a way, she 
never leaves us. 

Today is the preview of the good will of God, 
Of the preaching of the salvation of mankind. 
The Virgin appears in the temple of God, 
In anticipation proclaiming Christ to all. 
Let us rejoice and sing to her: Rejoice, 
O Divine Fulfillment of the Creator’s dispensation. 

 https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/timeeternal/feast-presentation-modern-woman-ancient-calendar/  
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  December 9  14 th Annual Cookie Walk 
  February 23-25 Pan-Orthodox Retreat, Bethany Cent er, Florida 
  March 3  Pan-Orthodox Retreat, Villa Maria, OH 

March 17  Pysanky Workshop 
  March 25  51 st Annual Pysanky Sale 
  June 24 – July 7 Diocesan Church School Camp 
  July8-21  Teenage Conference 
  July 25-29  UOL Convention, South Bound Brook 

July 28 Centennial Anniversary Celebration of the                       
Ukrainian Orthodox  Church of the USA 

July 30 – Aug 3 Mommy & Me/ Daddy & Me Camp 
�
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BULLETIN SPONSOR DATES 
                                                                                        
 December 3________________________  January 7____________________________ 

December 10_____Sponsored   January 14___________________________ 
December 17_____Sponsored   January 21___________________________ 

 December 24_____Sponsored   January 28___________________________ 
 December 31_______________________ 

 
 
*************************************************** ***************************************** 

 
BULLETIN SPONSOR FORM 
Sponsor______________________________________________________________________ 
In Honor of___________________________________________________________________ 
In Memory of_________________________________________________________________ 
Date of Bulletin you wish to sponsor______________________________________________ 
Donation ($20. minimum suggested)______________________________________________ 
(Please make checks payable to “Sr. UOL Chapter”) ____  
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SS. Peter & Paul 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
PO Box 835 
Carnegie, PA 15106 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 
 
 

 


