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2017 Parish Board of Directors

220 Mansfield Blvd. (mailing: PO Box 835), Carnegie , PA 15106
Very Reverend Fr. Steve Repa
Rectory: 412-279-2111; Emergency: 412-4 00-9782
Parish Hall: 724- 276-9718
President: Howard West 412-910-9627
www.orthodoxcarnegie.org

President: ! #3 !

Howard West % & '()* (
Vice President: H i '

Shelly Trondle } I
Rec. Secretary: % /1 ot #EB

Cynthia Haluszczak $

Treasurer:
Sandra Rozum
Asst. Treasurer:
Jason Olexa
Financial Secy.
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Victor Onufrey swlo#
Asst. Fin. Secy ”
Natalie Turicik
Trustees: P 4 1] # !

Sherri Walewski
Steve Sawchuk
Andrew Brennan
Sandy Rozum
Alice O'Neil
Vestrymen:
Cliff O’Neil
Steven Sawchuk Jr.
Auditors:
Michele Kapeluck
Ron Wachnowsky
Millie Good
Hall Rental: Chris Mills
412-716-0562
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Editor: Michael Kapeluck

The Sts. Peter & Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church Bulletin is published weekly by
The Senior Chapter of the Ukrainian Orthodox League

Bulletin Submissions are due by 8:00 am Thursday morning. Written submissions can be:

-hand delivered to the editor

-placed in the Bulletin envelope in the church vestibule.
-mailed to: 300 East Main Street, Carnegie, PA 15106
-e-mailed to: kabeluck@verizon.net
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& When the stone had been sealed by the Jews; Wbilsoldiers were
| guarding Thy most pure Body; Thou didst rise onttiel day, O Savior,
granting peace to the world. The powers of hedlerefore cried to
Thee, O Giver of Life: Glory to Thy ResurrectionGDrist! Glory to Thy
Kingdom! Glory to Thy dispensation, O Thou whodst mankind.

The twofold lamps of divine gifts, Proclus, shemhef New
Rome, and Gregory, scion of Decapolis, guide ughbyight of grace as
divinely-inspired fathers. Let us draw near andeelygoeseech them, that
we may receive forgiveness and salvation of oulssou

The Church knows you to be a brilliant sun enliging all with the rays
of healing and the beauty of virtue. Thereforeywascelebrate your
honored memory, we glorify your struggles, eversbbnd all-wise father

Gregory.

As God, Thou didst rise from the tomb in glorysmg the world with Thyself. Human nature prai$ase as
God, for death has vanished! Adam exults, O Maskaré rejoices, for she is freed from bondage,@res$ to
Thee: Thou art the Giver of Resurrection to allCkrist!

Saint Gregory the Decapolite was born in the Isaucity of Decapolis (ten cities) in the eighth tcep. From his
childhood he loved the temple of God and churckiises. He read the Holy Scripture constantly antth wi
reverence

In order to avoid the marriage which his parent$ intended for him, he secretly left home. He spdirtis life
wandering: he was in Constantinople, Rome, Corigtidl, he lived as an ascetic on Olympus for a wBisnt
Gregory preached the Word of God everywhere, detingrthe Iconoclast heresy, strengthening the taiith
fortitude of the Orthodox, whom the heretics indbdimes oppressed, tortured and imprisoned.

Through his ascetic effort and prayer, Saint Grggdtained the gifts of prophecy and wonderworkifjer
overcoming the passions and reaching the heighttoie, he was permitted to hear angelic singingraise of the
Holy Trinity. Saint Gregory left the monastery dit Menas near Thessalonica, where he had lalborediong
time, and he went again to Constantinople in ordl@ombat the Iconoclast heresy. At the capitgki@ous
illness undermined his strength, and he departéaetbord in the year 816.

Saint
Gregory was buried at a monastery in Constantin@pléd many miracles took place at his tomb. Assaltgthe
monks removed the holy relics of Saint Gregory anshrined them in the church where people coulénata
them. When Constantinople fell to the Turks in 1452 relics of Saint Gregory were carried to thgion of the
Danube by a Turkish official. In 1498 Barbu Craiswe, the Ban of the Romanian Land (Wallachia) heatte
miracles performed by the holy relics and bougbtiHor a considerable sum of money. Barbu Craiavetaced
the relics in the main church of Bistritsa Monagt@hich he founded in Rimnicu Vilcea, where thesnegn to the
present day.A small book describing the miraclestagalings performed by Saint Gregory the Decapaiit
Romania has been written by Abbess Olga Gologan,reosed in 1972vww.oca.org



Let Thy mercy be upon us, for we have trust in Thezhave trust in Thee
Verse;Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous! For it becomiie just to be thankful.

26" Sunday
¢.5,v. 9-19

Brethren, live like children of light. For the ligbf the Holy Spirit leads to perfect goodnesshiggusness, and
truth. Try always to find out what is pleasing e t_ord.

Take no part in the orgies of benighted pagan@n the contrary, denounce them publicly. Trues shameful
even to mention their secret practices. But whem genounce them publicly, you expose them undetigt.
When you expose them, you reveal them in their ligk#. For the Scripture says: "Wake up, O slegpse from
the dead, and Christ will give you light."

Therefore, be careful in your conduct, and dblive unwisely, but wisely. Make the most of yapportunity,
for these are evil days. So, do not behave fogljdhit try to understand what is the will of therdlo

Do not get an artificial stimulation from winas the pagans do, for that will lead you to drumless. On the
contrary, get all your inspiration from the Holyifp and express your religious enthusiasm ing@minal psalms,
hymns, and spiritual anthems, singing and praitieg_ordwith all your hearts.

5:9-19
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c.12, v.16-21

The Lord narrated this parable: "There was a rielm nvhose estate yielded plentiful crops. So hedabkaself
: 'What am | going to do? For | have no place twestny crops in.' Then he answered himself: "Thiwhat 1 will
do. I will pull down my storehouses and build largees ; there | will store up my crops and my godden | will
say to my soul: Now, my soul, you have plenty ofaiite laid up for many years. Relax, eat, drink, amjby
yourself.""

"But God said to him: "You fool ! This very higyou must render up your soul. Then who will gétat you
have stored up?' This will be the end of the mao Valys up treasures for himself, but not with Gothéen Jesus
exclaimed: "Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.
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Today is the prelude of the good will of God,
of the preaching of the salvation of mankind.
The Virgin appears in the Temple of God,
in anticipation proclaiming Christ to all.
Let us rejoice and sing to her:
“Rejoice, O Fulfillment of the Creator’s dispensai”

$

The most pure Temple of the Savior; the preciouander and Virgin;
the sacred Treasure of the glory of God, is presktdday to the house of the
Lord. She brings with her the grace of the Spinigrefore, the angels of God
praise her: "Truly this woman is the abode of hedve
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Then indeed, even the first covenant had ordinaotdwine service and the earthly sanctuary.

For a tabernacle was prepared: the first part,hitivwas the lampstand, the table, and the showbveaich is
called the sanctuary; and behind the second Weilpart of the tabernacle which is called the Hlaf All,

which had the golden censer and the ark of ther@weoverlaid on all sides with gold, in which wéhne golden
pot that had the manna, Aaron’s rod that buddedl tla@ tablets of the covenant; and above it weseherubim of
glory overshadowing the mercy seat. Of these thimggannot now speak in detalil.

Now when these things had been thus prepared igmspalways went into the first part of the taiaete,
performing the services.

But into the second part the high priest went alomee a year, not without blood, which he offeredHimself and
for the people’s sins committed in ignorance.
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10:38-42; 11:27-28

Now it happened as they went that He entered ainert
village; and a certain woman named Martha welcomed
Him into her house.

And she had a sister called Mary, who also satsis)
feet and heard His word. But Martha was distraeted
much serving, and she approached Him and saidd;Lor
do You not care that my sister has left me to salope?
Therefore tell her to help me.”

And Jesus answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha
you are worried and troubled about many things.d#
thing is needed, and Mary has chosen that good part
which will not be taken away from her.”

And it happened, as He spoke these things, thattaic
woman from the crowd raised her voice and saidito,H
“Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts
which nursed You!”

But He said, “More than that, blessed are those hdzo
the word of God and keep it!”



/

»,

10:38-42, 11:27-28
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When Thou didst descend to death, O Life Immofitagu
didst slay hell with the splendor of Thy God-heakhd
when from the depths Thou didst raise the deadhall

powers of heaven cried out; O Giver of Life, Chast God!
Glory to Thee!

' $

You astounded all, long-suffering James,
by enduring horrible tortures with great patience.
As the evil assembly performed the slaughter,
you uttered prayers of thanksgiving to the Lord.
Through your sufferings you received your crown,
and came to the throne of the heavenly King, Ci@td.
Entreat Him to save our souls!

$ &

You listened to your faithful wife
and contemplated the judgment of God, holy James;
you despised the threats and commands of the Rgysia
accepting the cutting of your body as though youevee
vine.
Therefore you were revealed as a martyr worthyooioin.

&

Hell became afraid, O Almighty Savior, seeing thieale
of Thy Resurrection from the tomb! The dead arose!

Creation, with Adam, beheld this and rejoiced wittee,

and the world, O my Savior, praises Thee forever.



The Holy Great Martyr James the Persian (the SasumAer) was born in the fourth century into a piGasistian
family, both wealthy and illustrious. His wife wako a Christian, and the couple raised their ofsiidn piety,
inspiring in them a love for prayer and the Holyifiures. James occupied a high position at thet@uhe
Persian emperor lzdegerd (399-420) and his succBssakhranes (420-438). But on one of the military
campaigns James, seduced by the emperor's berefjeeas afraid to acknowledge himself a Christzand so he
offered sacrifice to idols with the emperor.

Learning of this, James' mother and wife wrote hifatter, in which they rebuked him and urged romejpent.
Receiving the letter, James realized the gravityi®sin. Faced with the horror of being cut oft ooly from his
family, but also from God Himself, he began to wemplly, imploring the Lord for forgiveness.

His fellow-soldiers, hearing him pray to the Loekuds Christ, reported this to the emperor. Undernogation, St
James bravely confessed his faith in the one Tiag: 8o amount of urging by the emperor could make h
renounce Christ. The emperor then ordered the galm put to death.

They began to cut off his fingers and his toestmnene, then his hands and his feet, and therrinis and legs.
During the prolonged torture St James offered psagéthanksgiving to the Lord, Who had granted Hue
possibility of redemption from his sins by endurthgse terrible torments. Finally, the martyr waebdmaded.
Christians gathered up the pieces of his body amigd them with great reverenseww.oca.org

The Lord is my strength and my song, and He is atyasion.
Verse:The Lord hath chastened and corrected me; butadebt given me over unto death.

27" Sunday

c.6,v. 10-17

Brethren, be strong in the Lord, with all treeyer of his might. Put on the complete armor of Bmlthat you
may be able to make a stand against the stratagktins devil. For our struggle is not against a hurenemy, but
against the satanic principalities and dominiogsjrast the Rulers of universal darkness in the tfomald and
against all the spirits of wickedness in the upperid.

Therefore, take up the complete armor of Godhat, when the evil days come, you may makeradsaad hold
your ground after the battle is over. So stand fgisd your waist with the belt of truth, put theebstplate of
righteousness on your chest, and shod your febtthié readiness to proclaim the Gospel of peace.

Above all, carry the shield of faith, so thauymay quench all the fiery darts of the wickeadiePut on the
helmet of salvation and take up the sword of thé/I3pirit, namely, the word of God.

6:10- 17



c. 13, v.10-17

At that time, Jesus was preaching in one of
the synagogues on the Sabbath. Here there
was a woman who for eighteen years had
been obsessed by a spirit of infirmity. She
was bent down and could not straighten
herself up at all.

When Jesus saw her, he called her and said
to her : "Woman, you are released from your
infirmity." Thereupon he laid his hands upon
her. She was made straight immediately, and
she glorified God.

But the leader of the synagogue was
indignant, because Jesus had healed on the
Sabbath, and said to the people:

"There are six days on which it is right to
work. Come on them and be healed, but not

on the Sabbath day."

The Lord answered him: "You hypocrites!
Everyone of you unties his ox or his donkey
from the stall on the Sabbath and leads him
away to water him. Now here is this woman,
a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan has
bound for eighteen years. Was it wrong that
she had been released from this bond on the
Sabbath day?"

All his opponents were put to shame by his
remarks, while all the people rejoiced over the
glorious miracles which he performed. ".

'+

13:10-17
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Names Days

December 5 Martyr Cecelia
Cecelia Pysh

December 7 Great Martyr Catherine
Cathy Vineyard, Catharine Litvak,

Feast Days of:

December 3 St. Proclus of Constantinople
December 7 Great Martyr Catherine
December 13 Apostle Andrew

Kathryn Ostaffy, Kathy Peyton, Cathy HaluszczaRecember 15 Prophet Habbakuk

Catherine Partridge, Catherine Walton,
Tracey Sally, Lisa Ryan
December 13 Apostle Andrew
Andrew Brennan, Andriy Pyvovar,
Andriy Holovatiuk
December 16 St. Adelaide
Alice Bunio, Alice Sivulich, Allison Glasson

Anniversaries
December 13 Fr. Robert Popichak, Ordination 97’

Birthdays
December 5 Connie Markiw
December 8 Mary Pontus

December 10
December 12
December 12
December 15
December 15
December 16

Katherine Partridge
Melissa Haluszczak
Darinka Olexa
Nicole Kauer
Andriy Holovatiuk
Mark Losego

December 16 Prophet Zephaniah
Pray for our friends and relatives serving in the
armed forces.

Patrick Kluyber, Catherine Sheerin, Gregory Marki

Pray for our Catechumens

Pray for our parishioners in vocational studies

Deacon CIliff O’Neil, , Ethan Nixon
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ANGEL TREE : St. Martin’s has received 84 requests for ourérigee. Please make a child’s Christmas a
little more joyful by stopping down the parish haild taking one ...or even more Angel requests fifeen t
Christmas tree in the front of the hall. If you areable to go shopping for a gift, Sherri and Natalill gladly
take your monetary donation and do your shoppingdo. Gifts must be in by December™0

AKATHIST SERVICE : We will be holding the Akathist to the Theotolahsring the Nativity Fast on
Wednesdays at 7:00 pm

ST NICHOLAS : The Church School will be welcoming St. Nicholasur parish on Sunday, Decembel’17
There will be a short program after Liturgy in @faurch. Please stay and enjoy St Nicholas’ arrfedibwed
by a luncheon. If you would like to bring a measlelish or make a monetary donation for the lunchtmare
will be a sign-up sheet at the coffee hour taldetisty today.

KITCHEN : Help is needed for pierogie making on Monday &ndsday of this week (Dec.4,5). On Monday,
potato peeling is at 7:30 am with making of potaddis following at 8:30. Pinching of pierogies begat 9
am. Pinching concludes on Tuesday. No experiengecessary - please come and help if you hawe tim

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkkkkkkkkhkk kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkk
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KITCHEN WORKERS SCHEDULE
Winter, 2017

Dec 4, Monday 7:30 am  Potato preparation pinshpl (possibly 2) batch pierogies
Dec 5, Tuesday 9:00 am  pinch 2 batches piesogie

Dec 11, Monday 8:00 am  Bread Baking
Dec 12, Tuesday 8:00 am  Bread Baking



Permanent Conference of Ukrainian Orthodox Bishops Beyond the Borders of
Ukraine

Reflections On Pylypivka St. Philip's Fast 2017

To the Venerable and Christ-loving clergy and laifythe Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Australia, N&@aland, Canada,
Europe, South America, the United States of Amemchin Ukraine.

May the Grace of our Lord and God and Savior Jestisrist, the Love of God the Father and the Fellowiglof the Holy
Spirit be with you all!

We are currently living through the Pre-NativitysEa also known as Philip’s Fast because it begin$5/28 November, the
day following the Feast of the Holy Apostle Phiipd known in the Western Church as Advent. Thasdantinues to the
Great Feast of the Nativity of our Lord and God &adior Jesus Christ — the Incarnation — God beggmine of us for no
other reason than to prove the depth of His Loveu$o

This is a period, which is often not the focus ofitemporary Orthodox and non-Orthodox Christiaasukarized and
smothered in the over-commercialization of the “Xéfhseason. The fast is, according to the Churthefs, a time of
mercy, kindness, compassion, self-examinationime, which challenges us to personal renewal irLtglt of Christ's
Gospel. Itis a sacred season, during which wealted to make a spiritual journey from whereverave in the world —
from the “now” in our parish churches, which wetalh often have difficulty seeing beyond — to thity ©f Bread — Beth-
lehem and into a cave, the “Holy of Holies”, andgitmanger, pre-figuring the Chalice of the Euchainsorder to bring the
gift of ourselves to the Jesus Christ, Who is thea of Life.

In ways that we may never fully comprehend, we nthkejourney like the Magi, like the shepherdse ¥ach bring our
gifts and we dedicate them to Christ. These dte willingly given for the good of others — theldpfrankincense and
myrrh of our parenting, teaching, healing, frieridsdnd compassion — in other words, our Love far another.

We must live through this fast period and eachafayur lives in a prayerful attitude of openness® empowering and
unending Presence of the Loving and Living Godvirlg an Orthodox Christian life makes heavy demamss. But, God
gives us His strength. The Power, the Love andatfaee of God are always with us — in our “commyumibrk”, the Liturgy
and all other Divine Services, in our private prdyfe, in all creation and every single one of Higman creatures! That
living Presence makes all things new!

Such an attitude of openness, of awe and wondejogiiud expectancy is what it takes to receive strength to fulfill our
life’s purpose. Our God is the God of Life and méver stops with a sense of self-satisfaction yo S&/e’ve got it!” It is
always a movement on into the future. It is alwisPresence with us now, doing some new thing iy be in the
depths of despair and we may feel ourselves camingut that is precisely when He moves in andligat breaks through
and the hope and the power and the healing come.

Simply put, our goal during this Pre-Nativity Fé&sto mature in Christ, to attain to spiritual gtyahnd excellence in our
profession of the Orthodox Christian Faith, to ievChrist Jesus into our very being ptmclaim to an increasingly nominal
and apathetic Christian society that, which it vdodther not hear: “I bring you tidings of greay j..a Savior is born...He is
Christ the Lord!” and He can be found in the heantd homes of those who proclaim Him by their wiliess to “let our
light so shine before men, that they might seegoad works and give glory to our Father Who is gaMen” [Matthew



5:16).

We call you all, as our spiritual children, to pfayvently during this season for the leaders efwlorld we live in today. It

is a secularized world full of strife, economic \eass and political instability. Evil often marste itself in the cleverest of
ways during such times. Pray for the maturityhafse who lead all our nations and most especiadlgd who lead in
Ukraine, that their heart’s desire will always bebtiild a strong nation based on a system of l@ace and justice. Pray that
our Holy Ukrainian Orthodox Church unites and reguto its historical role as the moral conscierfaa® nation.

May He, Who so loved the world that He sent HisyaBégotten Son to be our Lord and Savior, assigt osir resolve to
mature and be nourished by the word of Truth afe-giving mysteries. May we grow and mature in rai$ Ukrainian
Orthodox Christians so that others, having witnéske Faith manifested in our personal lives anounparish
communities, will be drawn to Christ and like theepherds of Bethlehem, will glorify and praise Godall that they had
seen and heard through us.

Assuring you of our prayers and love and requestimgrs, we remain your servants in the Lord,

+ Yurij
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of iizada
+ Antony
Metropolitan of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church ottdSA and Diaspora
+ Jeremiah
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church, Sofitherica Eparchy
+ Daniel
Archbishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of th8A
+ llarion
Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada
+ Andrij
Bishop of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada

- 2017
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UOL SUNDAY

UOL Sunday occurs on the first Sunday in Decemdnadl, is designated as the
day when all UOL Chapters encourage their memloepsitticipate in the Divine
Liturgy and receive the mysteries of confession tedEucharist. On this
Sunday we also commemorate those who have falleagas

UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA
Dedicated to our Church -- Devoted to its Youth

HISTORY

The Ukrainian Orthodox League of the USA (UOL) misauxiliary organization of the Ukrainian OrthodGkurch,
formed by the seventh Sobor in 1946. The major geep of the UOL include the development of better
knowledge and understanding of the Ukrainian Ortixa@hurch; encouraging youth interest and particpan
the Church; publishing and distributing educatiamakerials; promoting religious, cultural, and sbeictivities
and programs; promoting by every means possiblgrinth and development of the Orthodox Church.

The UOL also administers the Junior Ukrainian OdttroLeague, which is composed of youth rangingge fiom
12-18 years. The Jr. UOL elects its own Executiear@ and participates in the annual UOL teenagécence,
the annual UOL convention, and other youth relaiedvities.

Major projects of the Senior UOL include administya of Metropolitan John scholarships for semiaasi and
clergy; awarding the Lynn Sawchuk-Sharon Kuzbyo$atships for Juniors; planning educational aagegit
including conferences, seminars, and lectures;sporg programs for pre-teens and their parentsysming
week-ends for young adults to gather; promotingsiaiss activities in local parishes and communiigsvell as
aid programs for communities in need in Ukraine aels@where in the world. The official publicatiohtibe UOL
is the UOL Bulletin, available online. The UOL algoblishes a variety of religious and cultural eational
materials.

MISSION OF THE UOL

Promoting active participation in all aspects & @rthodox faith and supporting the Church.
Developing and maintaining programs and projectelvbducate members and promote dedication and
commitment to the Church, Her teachings, traditi@amsl missions.

Proving opportunities for the development of leatigr skills and responsibility among the youthha t
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA.

Providing and promoting information on Ukrainiarritege and history to the general public and
establishing means which ensure the continuatiaulbéiral awareness and pride within our membership

OUR CHAPTER

The Sr. UOL Chapter of Sts. Peter & Paul, Carndgfewas formed in 1956 followed by the forming oir dr.
Chapter in 1960. Our chapter quickly became aativ all levels of church life, local, regional amational. Over
the past six decades the UOL Chapters have exaslfetling the Mission of the UOL and upholding motto:
Dedicated to Our Church; Devoted to its Youth. ddehre some of the current activities of our Chiapte

Scholarships
For the past 30 years the Chapter has provided sotadlarships to parishioners for any post-

secondary education (2-4 year college, trade schkeaiinary etc...). During this time period over
$50,000. Has been awarded.



Pysanky Sale
Our Pysanky Sale has evolved over the past 50 y&ara regional cultural event that has become

an annual tradition for individuals and familiesahghout the tristate area. While originally a
fundraiser, the sale and its ancillary events ltree to also promote cultural education and the
Orthodox faith. The sale funds approximately 75%hef Chapter's activities and ministries as well
as funding the budgets of all of our other parigfaaizations.

Publishing/Office
This committee provides the office & publishing de®f parish.

Activities:
;  Publishing weekly Bulletin
: Publishing service books
;  Printing of advertising for Parish festivals/events
; Misc. printing
; Providing office supplies
;  Subsidizing office related fees: PO Box fee, bulklrpermit etc

Ministries Committee
Provides Christian ministries for the parish antljou

Ongoing Activities:

;  Replenishing booklets, pamphlets, magazines fdnddidx info racks.

;  Providing the parish with Orthodox Study Bibles fmw members.

;  Maintaining book mobile.

;  $5.00 Luncheons. Yearly proceeds go to a spetiicity. The 2016-2017 recipient was
FOCUS Pittsburgh. The 2018 recipient will be Stdfew’s Society

;  Donations are given on average to about 12 othwgipadocal and national organizations
each year.

Coffee Hour
The UOL has sponsored a weekly coffee hour foptst 40 years. The chapter views this activity

more as a ministry than a fund raiser as each ehaptmber in lieu of paying membership dues
hosts a coffee hour. During this past year a nhurabeon-chapter members have joined this
ministry.

Ukrainian Food Festival
Almost 20 years ago the Chapter teamed up witlKitehen Workers to sponsor a food booth on
the mall during the Carnegie Arts and Heritage iFakt Once the Carnegie Festival ceased we
continued this activity as our own food festivabiar parish hall.

Thanksgiving Dinner
28 years ago the Chapter began the Thanksgivingedi@pen house which invites anyone from the
public to attend. The event quickly became so faypwithin the parish that it became a parish
sponsored event that the chapter supports. Welditgr on average 200 meals a year.

Parish Museum
The Chapter founded the Sts Peter & Paul Museunrchifes 30 years ago. The Museum’s purpose was the
preservation and propagation of parish historyldkichinian culture. After a hiatus the Museum has
reorganized and is once again active.



On the Feast of the
Presentation: Being a
Modern Woman in an
Ancient Calendar

Nicole M. Roccas

Several events coincided this morning:

1.) I woke up, for the first time this year, to snon
the ground (cue the coziness).

2.) 1 also woke up to find thatEme
Eternalpodcast episode | produced in tandem with my frigyela Doll Carlson, had been posted. It's esitl
“Being a Modern Woman in an Ancient Calendar.”

3.) It's the Feast of the Presentation of the Tolens.

| don’t mean to put the Feast of the Presentatiothe same level as weather patterns and a pogjuiasde, but
I’'m a sucker for making much of coincidences. Sihaut further ado, let us... Make much.

I've always found it interesting that, scarcely ameek into an extended fast centered on Christth,bive find
ourselves back in the life of the Theotokos. Wé fiirselves back in tradition that pre-dates tleedf Christ.

Today's feast marks the day Mary, as a young ggik taken to the Jewish temple by her parentshiloaand
Anna, to live and serve as a Temple virgin untitmyiag.

If you've been paying attention to the liturgicaay, you may recall that Joachim and Anna had teocinceiving
and were barren late into their adult lives, wHesytfinally conceived the Theotokos. Symbolicallys is paired
with the barrenness of Israel—for 400 years, thégd no prophets. Silence from God.

Prior to getting pregnant, Joachim and Anna weséed by the archangel Gabriel, who promised tHam
daughter most blessed, by whom all the nationketarth will be blessed, and through whom will edhre
salvation of the world” (you can read more abowtchom and Anna in the Protoevanglium of St. Janias).
response to this promise, Joachim and Anna prontiedwould offer their daughter to service in temple as a
vessel of God.

So, here we are. The temple. The presentationaAkkl of fresh snow makes the world a bit more fofrgiving
place. It covers the rust and dirt and dark plagés something white and redeeming.

There is something beautiful about the snow thisning—it reminds me of the Theotokos. It is stilhite, not yet
tinged from dirt and pollution. At the risk of makj the feminists cringe, it recalls to me the Th&os’ purity as
she was received by the temple. Of course she wagia, as we are told, but this extended beydrdanatomical
sense of the word. Somehow, she managed to ligeeal, flesh-and-blood woman on this earth, atdegreain
unsullied by the dirt and cynicism and selfishriss clings to us. The snow, and the Theotokosanday,
remind me what | am called to: purity of heart, gmess, forgiveness, a “Yes’-to-God attitude. |catied to
make the darkness lighter and less harsh.

Maybe, too, | am called to stark realities somesinfédhe temple, | am sure, was no easy place to gmweven for
a willing spirit. The Theotokos was an ancient wonraan even more ancient calendar. Ritual times an



seasons would have defined the temporal rhythrhgiolife in Jerusalem. In the end, this broughtdieser to
God rather than further. It seems to have deepkeetumility and love rather than dampened it. Waemangel
showed up on her doorstep asking Mary if, you knglve would do this thing for God, if she would btsr Son
of God in her actual body and be an object of disgy she didn’t say “I already spent my time intdraple for
you, God, now it's my time to get married and limg life!” No, she said yes to the will of God.

And | cannot help but think maybe we can learn filman as we try to balance our modern lives witlaacient
calendar (though not quite as ancient calendamiaay would have lived out in the temple). Not nesarily by
“doing more,” but by being more willing, by beingone rich towards God. By saying yes rather thamsgayo.

| know I've gotten the wrong attitude during tliteigical year when | stop saying yes to God. Whstart
partitioning out my life between “mine” and “Hisl' &élready went to Church this week, God, now itisy‘time!”)
This is a decidedly un-Mary-like attitude.

For a hard heart, that is a cold reality. Here, the snow teaches me. It teaches me there isarséadie—to
myself, perhaps, and to this world. It brings witgusts of cold air | thought I'd forgotten thdseg months of
summer and fall and then Indian summer. | forgetyttar of nature does not revolve around makindgappy. It's
a forgetfulness that afflicts me every year—afterwarm months of summer and autumn, | forget h@nciiess
winter can actually be. | looked at my boots in theset the other day, for the life of me trying¢zall why | need
them—how it can possibly get so cold I'd want tawthat many clunky layers on my feet.

Now that the cold is here, it feels as familiamasold glove. And | remember.

| remember that even more cold, more barrennessngng. In nature, we are being tucked into thegdeath that
winter brings to the plants, to the soil.

But in the liturgical year, strangely, we are leaybarrenness behind and entering slowly intodifer death.
Today marks the last fits of barrenness for theifsalyear, the fulfilment of a promise made iretinidst of an
empty womb. And it's a promise that bridges thepkworship of the Old Testament with Christ; due]lin the
Temple, Mary becomes the temple that will evenyuadlar God. She becomes what we are all called:tbving
sanctuaries of God. In Christ, as in nature, exarelnness is eventually life-giving.

The Presentation also marks the second great Mimaesh day of the liturgical year. In our Orthodeear, the life
and falling asleep of the Theotokos bookends feedieath and resurrection of Christ—bearing Hiritumgical
time, just as she bore Him in her womb. After tihesentation, we turn more fully to the life of Gtriwe will
return to the Theotokos in August, celebratingfating asleep (Dormition, August 15th). By there will have
remembered in faith “all those things which haveedo pass for us: the cross, the tomb, the redioneon the
third day, the ascension into heaven, the sittirtgeright hand of God the Father...” as the Eudi@rcanon of
the liturgy puts it. In August, we will look backdhe life of the Theotokos and remember in grief & joy, all
these great things God has done for us: life imtigst of death, God in the midst of man (or womarthe case of
the Theotokos), salvation in the midst of sin,tbirt the midst of barrenness.

But until then—at Christmas, and Pascha, and aletlents which are to come-the Theotokos will lintjee most
loving mothers, never far from her Son. In a waf{er today, we say goodbye to the Theotokos. Batway, she
never leaves us.

Today is the preview of the good will of God,

Of the preaching of the salvation of mankind.

The Virgin appears in the temple of God,

In anticipation proclaiming Christ to all.

Let us rejoice and sing to her: Rejoice,

O Divine Fulfillment of the Creator’s dispensation.

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/timeeternal/feagsgintation-modern-woman-ancient-calendar/

























December 9 14 ™ Annual Cookie Walk

February 23-25 Pan-Orthodox Retreat, Bethany Cent er, Florida

March 3 Pan-Orthodox Retreat, Villa Maria, OH

March 17 Pysanky Workshop

March 25 51 Annual Pysanky Sale

June 24 — July 7 Diocesan Church School Camp

July8-21 Teenage Conference

July 25-29 UOL Convention, South Bound Brook

July 28 Centennial Anniversary Celebration of the
Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA

July 30 — Aug 3 Mommy & Me/ Daddy & Me Camp
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BULLETIN SPONSOR DATES

December 3

December 10 Sponsored
December 17 Sponsored
December 24 Sponsored

December 31
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BULLETIN SPONSOR FORM
Sponsor

January 7

January 14

January 21

January 28
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In Honor of

In Memory of

Date of Bulletin you wish to sponsor

Donation ($20. minimum suggested)

(Please make checks payable to “Sr. UOL Chapter”)

SS. Peter & Paul

Ukrainian Orthodox Church
PO Box 835

Carnegie, PA 15106

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED




