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Sunday, October 8th
9:30 am, Divine Liturgy, tone 1
18th Sunday after Pentecost
St euphrosyne
2 cor 9 : 6 – 11 ; lk 5 : 1 -1 1
parastas in memory of Nicholas & susan sredich
Irene Warholak
Parastas in memory of Dorothy Rozum 3rd anniv
Saturday, october 14th
Vespers 6:30 pm
Sunday, October 15th
9:30 am, Divine Liturgy, tone 2
19th Sunday after Pentecost
Sts cyprian & Justina of nicomedia
2 cor 11 : 31 – 12 : 9 ; lk 6 : 31 - 36
This week’s Bulletin is sponsored by:
Holovatiuk and Reiterovych Families in honor of
Oleh on his angel day.
Mnohaya lita ! many blessed years !
Pat Dorning in honor of Bulletin editor, Michael
Kapeluck, for his many years of publishing our
bulletin
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We welcome you today
We would like to remind our visitors of the following;:
 All people are encouraged to participate in the sacred services of our Church. We hope that you will be able to worship as well as
have fellowship with us. Should you wish any information about the Orthodox Faith or this parish in particular, please see the
rector or any member of the church. We are able to place you on our mailing list.
 Only Orthodox Christians may receive the Eucharist (Holy Communion) in the Orthodox Church. In like manner, Orthodox
Christians may not receive the sacraments in an non-Orthodox Church. While we hope that one day all Christians will find unity
and be able to approach the chalice of our Lord together, we observe the teachings of the Church that the Eucharist is a gift of
unity and not a means of unity.
We remind our faithful and visitors of the following guidelines concerning the Holy Sacraments in the Orthodox Church.
 Orthodox Christians are urged to receive Holy Communion frequently.
 Communicants should be at peace with others before approaching the chalice(Mt 5:23-24)
 Realize the importance of making a thorough examination of sins and transgressions against God, ourselves and others and
having prayed for forgiveness before coming to Holy Communion.
 Frequent communicants should come to Holy Confession at least four times a year (during the four fasting periods of the
year). and additionally when an examination of conscience reveals the necessity to do so in order to heal any sinful behavior.
 Communicants should fast from all foods and liquids from the evening before receiving Holy Communion.
 Communicants should read prayers in preparation for receiving Holy Communion.
 All Orthodox Christians must receive the sacraments at least once a year.
 Those who are late for Divine Liturgy ( after the reading of the Epistle and Gospel) should not approach the chalice.
 Those who are ill or who have special physical needs are exempt from the above guidelines.
 Infants and children (up to the age of seven) who are Orthodox Christians may receive Holy Communion and are exempt from
the above guidelines.
Thank you for gathering to worship with us today. Together we have glorified the One God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. May
we be brought closer to one another and closer to God by following the eternal teachings of our Lord.
Нагадуємо нашлім гостям., що:
ми заохочуємо всіх до участі у Священній Літургії в нашій Церкві; ми сподіваємося, що Ви змажете не лише молитися тут,
але й стати членом нашої громади. Якщо Ви хочете отримати якусь додаткову інформацію про Православну віру, чи,
зокрема, про нашу парафію, звертайтеся, будь ласка, до отця настоятеля чи до будь-кого із членів нашої парафії. Ми
можемо внести вашу адресу до парафіяльного списку розсипки;
лише православні християни можуть отримати Євхаристію (Святе Причастя) у православній церкві І, відповідно,
православні християни не можуть отримувати святого причастя у неправославній церкві Плекаючи надію на те, що у
майбутньому всі християни досягнуть єдності і зможуть разом пити із чаші нашого Господа, ми дотримуємося вчення
церкви про те, що Євхаристія - це дар єдності, а не засіб до єдності.
НАГАДУЄМО НАШИМ ВІРНИМ і ГОСТЯМ ПРО ПРАВИЛА, ЩО СТОСУЮТЬСЯ СВЯТОГО ПРИЧАСТЯ У
ПРАВОСЛАВНІЙ ЦЕРКВІ:
ми спонукаємо православних християн часто ходити до Святого Причастя;
ті, хто причащаються, повинні бути у мирі з іншими перш, нас підійти до євхаристичної чаші (Св.Матвій 5:23-24);
перед тим, як прийти на Святе Причастя, дуже важливо ретельно осмислити гріхи і порушення, які було
вчинено проти Бога, нас самих та інших і помолитися за їх відпущення;
тим, хто часто причащається, слід приходити на святу сповідь принаймні чотири рази на рік (під час кожного із
чотирьох щорічних постів);
ті, хто причащається, повинні з вечора перед прийняттям Святого Причастя, припинити вживання всякої їжі і напоїв;
ті, хто причащається, повинні шляхом молитов підготувати себе до прийняття причастя;
всі православні християни повинні, принаймні, раз на рік отримати Святе Причастя;
ті, хто спізнився на Божественну Літургію (прийшов після того, як було прочитано Апостол і Євангеліє) не можуть
підходити до чаші; хворі, і ті, хто має обмезсені фізичні моеисливості, звільняються від вище викладених вимог;
немовлята та діти до семи років, які належать до Православної християнської віри, можуть отримувати Святе
Причастя і звільняються від вшиє викладених вимог;
Дякуємо за те, що Ви прийшли помолитися з нами сьогодні у церкві Ісуса Христа. 'Разом з вами ми віддали славу
Єдиному Господу, Отцеві, і Синові, і Духові Святому. Нехай дотримування вічного вчення нашого Господа наблизить
нас один до одного Боh

St. Euphrusyne, Nun of Alexandria
Troparion to the Resurrection – Tone 1
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews; while the soldiers were guarding Thy
most pure Body; Thou didst rise on the third day, O Savior, granting peace to the
world. The powers of heaven therefore cried to Thee, O Giver of Life: Glory to Thy
Resurrection, O Christ! Glory to Thy Kingdom! Glory to Thy dispensation, O
Thou who lovest mankind.
Troparion to St Euphrosyne - Tone 1
As an ascetic you hid your womanhood
And your falling-asleep was an amazement, O Euphrosyne.
Though a woman, you toiled as a man,
And by your prayers you save those who honor you!
Kontakion to St Euphrosyne - Tone 2
Desiring the life on high and forsaking all earthly pleasures,
You lived as a man among men, O Euphrosyne.
For the sake of Christ your Bridegroom,
You spurned earthly betrothal!
Kontakion to the Resurrection – Tone 1
As God, Thou didst rise from the tomb in glory, raising the world with Thyself. Human nature praises Thee as
God, for death has vanished! Adam exults, O Master! Eve rejoices, for she is freed from bondage, and cries to
Thee: Thou art the Giver of Resurrection to all, O Christ!
Saint Euphrosyne of Alexandria was born at the beginning of the fifth century in the city of Alexandria. She was
the only child in her family of illustrious and rich parents. Since her mother died early, she was raised by her father,
Paphnutius, a deeply believing and pious Christian. He frequented a monastery, the igumen of which was his
spiritual guide.
When Euphrosyne turned eighteen, her father wanted her to marry. He went to the monastery to his spiritual guide
to receive his blessing for the planned wedding of his daughter. The igumen conversed with the daughter and gave
her his blessing, but St Euphrosyne yearned for the monastic life.
She secretly accepted tonsure from a wandering monk, left her father's house and decided to enter a monastery in
order to lead her life in solitude and prayer. She feared, however, that in a women's monastery her father would
find her. Calling herself the eunuch Smaragdos, she went to the very same men's monastery which she had visited
with her father since childhood.
The monks did not recognize Euphrosyne dressed in men's garb, and so they accepted her into the monastery. Here
in a solitary cell, St Euphrosyne spent 38 years in works, fasting and prayer, and attained a high level of spiritual
accomplishment.
Her father grieved over the loss of his beloved daughter and more than once, on the advice of the igumen, he
conversed with the monk Smaragdos, revealing his grief and receiving spiritual comfort. Before her death, the nun
Euphrosyne revealed her secret to her grieving father and asked that no one but he should prepare her body for
burial. Having buried his daughter, Paphnutius distributed all his wealth to both the poor and to the monastery, and
then he accepted monasticism. For ten years right up to his own death, he labored in the cell of his daughter.
www.oca.org

Prokiemon
Let Thy mercy be upon us, for we have trust in Thee, we have trust in Thee
Verse; Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous! For it becometh the just to be thankful.
18th Sunday

Lesson from the Second Epistle of Saint Paul to the Corinthians
( c. 9, v. 6-11 )
Brethren, everyone, who has sown sparingly, will also reap sparingly, and everyone, who has sown generously,
will also reap generously. Everyone must give whatever he has decided on, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for
God loves a cheerful giver.
Remember that God has the power to supply you abundantly with every blessing. Thus, you will always have
enough for every situation and you will be able to supply abundantly for every good work. As the Scripture says:
"He scatters his gifts to the poor. His charity endures forever."
May God, who provides seed to the sower and bread for food, supply and multiply your resources and increase
the harvest of your charity. May he enrich you in every way for every act of generosity, which will make us offer
thanksgiving to God.

2 до

коринтян 9:6-11

Пам’ятайте: хто скупо посіє, той і пожне скупо. Хто ж сіє щедро, той і врожай матиме багатий. Нехай
кожен жертвує так, як вирішив у своєму серці, без жалю. Адже Бог любить тих, хто дає з радістю. Бог може
збагатити вас усілякими дарами, та так, що завжди мали б ви у всьому достаток і навіть надлишок для
всіляких добрих справ. Як сказано у Святому Писанні:
«Дарує щедро Він і бідним подає. І доброта його ніколи не минає».
Хто дає зерно сіячеві, і хліб на поживу, Той забезпечить та примножить ваше насіння і збільшить врожай
праведності вашої. І станете ви багатими всім, щоб були ви щедрими завжди. Бо щедрість ваша через нас
створює багато подячних молитв Богові.

The Gospel According to St. Luke
(c. 5, v. 1-11)
At that time, Jesus stood by the Lake of Gennesaret and saw two ships on the shore of the lake. The fishermen
had gone out of them and were washing their nets. He went into one of them, which belonged to Simon, and asked
him to push off a little from the land. Then he sat down and preached to the people from the ship.
When he finished his sermon, he said to Simon: "Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch."
Simon answered him: "Master, we worked all night and caught nothing, but as you tell me to do it, I will lower the
nets."
When they had done so, they enclosed such a shoal of fish that their nets began to break. So they beckoned to
their partners in the other ship to come and help them. They came and filled both ships so heavily that they began
to sink.
When Simon saw it, he knelt before Jesus and said to him: "Do not approach me, O Lord, for I am a sinful
man." For he and all his companions, as well as James and John, the sons of Zebedee, who were Simon's partners,
were amazed at the haul of fish they had taken.
Then Jesus said to Simon: "Do not be afraid. From now on you will be fishers of men." Thereupon they brought
their boats to land, left everything, and followed him.

Від Луки 5:1-11
Сталося так, що коли Ісус стояв біля
Ґенісаретського озера , навколо Нього зібралися
люди й слухали Слово Боже. Ісус побачив два човни
на березі озера. З них якраз зійшли рибалки й мили
свої сіті. Ісус увійшов до одного з човнів, який
належав Симонові, й попросив господаря трохи
відплисти від берега. А сам сів і почав з човна
навчати натовп, який стояв біля води.
Скінчивши говорити, Ісус сказав Симонові:
«Відпливи на глибину, закинь сіті, та зловиш багато
риби». Симон відповів: «Учителю, ми тяжко
трудилися цілу ніч і нічого не зловили, але якщо Ти
так кажеш, я закину сіті».
Зробивши так, вони зловили дуже багато риби, аж
сіті почали рватися. То гукнули вони товаришів на
іншому човні, щоб ті допомогли їм. Ті підпливли, й
обидва човни так наповнилися рибою, що мало не
почали тонути. Побачивши це, Симон-Петро
припав до Ісусових колін і вигукнув: «Залиши мене,
Господи, бо я чоловік грішний!» Петро казав так,
бо, як і всі інші, хто були з ним, він був приголомшений такою рибальською здобиччю. Так само вражені були й
Симонові товариші Яків та Іоан, Зеведеєві сини. То Ісус сказав Симонові: «Не бійся. Відтепер ти ловитимеш душі
людські!»
Вони повитягали човни на берег, все полишили й пішли за Ісусом.

Obedience Despite Disappointment: Homily for the First Sunday of Luke
in the Orthodox Church
Fr. Philip LeMasters
We have all felt at some point like the disciples did when Jesus Christ found them washing their nets. They had fished all
night and caught nothing. Things had not turned out as they had hoped, and they were disappointed and frustrated to the point
of giving up. We have all been right there with them many times. But then the Lord told them to get back to work and let
down their net. They did so and caught so many fish that their net was breaking and their boats began to sink. Just imagine
what a surprise that was for them. They were all amazed and St. Peter fell down before Christ and said, “Depart from me, for
I am a sinful man, O Lord!” But the Lord said, “Do not be afraid. From now on you will catch men.” Then the disciples left
behind their boats and nets and followed Christ as His disciples.
That day probably began like any other day. The fishermen were busy with their work and who knows whether they expected
anything out of the ordinary to occur. It was just another day with the same old routine and the same responsibilities and
worries. But then the Lord blessed them and they saw that their work was not simply about fish, but about bringing people
into the eternal life of the Kingdom of God.
Surely, the disciples knew that they could not take credit for such a large haul of fish. And there was no way that they could
become fishers of men simply by their own power. We are made of the dust of the earth, enlivened by the breath of
God. We are just flesh and blood. We cannot make fish swim into our nets or even solve many of the small problems we
encounter every day. Much less can we give anyone eternal life.
The good news of the gospel, however, is that our Lord is able to bless and transform our humble work, the difficult situations
we face, and all the struggles of our lives. No matter what we are doing, no matter how well or poorly it seems to be going,
no matter how frustrated we may be, Christ is with us, inviting and empowering us to make the same old frustrating and
boring routine into a ministry of the Kingdom, even when we cannot imagine how that could possibly be the case.

He called the disciples to a very special ministry in the founding of the Church; they had to leave their old occupations and
serve the Lord full-time as evangelists, apostles, and bishops. Some continue to be called to serve in that way. But most of us
will remain right where we are, spending each day in an office, a shop, a classroom, our homes, or another similar place. We
may be tempted to think that what we do has no spiritual significance, that we are somehow second or third-class in our
service of the Kingdom because we remain in the same old world. But that would be a great error, for all work is holy
because it provides opportunities to be good stewards of God’s creation and to offer our lives and the fruits of our labor to the
Lord for blessing and fulfillment.
Our work, our education, and our daily grind of whatever kind can be very difficult and frustrating, but He calls us to bear our
crosses and learn patience through our struggles and problems. In response to disappointments and difficulties, we have
opportunities to grow in humility and trust. That is what Zacharias and Elizabeth did as a faithful Jewish couple who had not
been blessed with children. Like the disciples, their nets were empty and they had given up hope for children, an especially
painful situation for Jews who had a role to play in continuing the family line of Abraham that God had promised to bless in
the Old Testament. Of course, the story of the Hebrew people began with Abraham and Sarah, another elderly couple without
children, whose frustration and sorrow was overcome by God’s promise to bless them and their descendants. They could
take no credit for this blessing and neither could the parents of John the Baptist. And even though Zacharias responded to the
message of the Archangel Gabriel with doubt, he and Elizabeth were still blessed beyond their expectations. God always
remains faithful to His promises, even though we are often not faithful to ours.
Their life was not easy, however, for Zacharias would be martyred when the wicked King Herod murdered the young boys of
Bethlehem. Elizabeth died forty days later, and John grew up in the wilderness as an ascetic prophet who would eventually
lose his head for criticizing the immorality of the royal family. But God worked through these painful circumstances to
prepare the way for the ministry of Jesus Christ, to extend His promises to Abraham to all who have faith in the Savior.
Do you see what these stories have in common? Barren elderly people have babies. Fisherman who have caught nothing
suddenly find that their nets are breaking and their boats sinking because of their large haul. And worn-out, discouraged
people like you and me grow in patience, humility, and selflessness by enduring our daily disappointments, worries, fears,
and aches and pains. At times, we may feel that we are accomplishing nothing and be tempted to think that there is no point
at all to what we do all day or maybe even to what we have done for years. But that would be truly a temptation, for the Lord
has promised never to abandon us, to be with us always, and we know His power most when we have no doubt about our own
weakness. If we are offering our lives to Him as best we can, we can trust in His blessing—even if we cannot figure out how
He could possibly be at work in our present situation.
What is failure and frustration in our eyes may present a unique opportunity for us to grow into the people God wants us to
be, to prepare us for a role we cannot yet imagine. He used the childlessness of Zacharias and Elizabeth to prepare the way
for Christ. He used the frustration of the fisherman to open their hearts to the new life of discipleship. And in ways that we
probably do not yet have the eyes to see, He calls us to use our present circumstances as an opportunity to grow in faith, hope,
and love and to better serve Him and our neighbors.
Contrary to what our culture teaches, our daily occupations are not simply about us. They are forms of service through which
we transform God’s good creation for His glory. We do not do that alone, for we journey together toward a new heaven and a
new earth. Jesus Christ’s ministry of feeding the hungry, healing the sick, restoring sight to the blind, and proclaiming good
news to the poor shows that His salvation concerns the real-life challenges that people continue to face in the world as we
know it. He showed God’s love for the hated Gentiles and Samaritans, for people who had fallen into great sin and were
shunned by respectable people, for the sick. blind, and lame. In His Body, the Church, all peoples and nations are reconciled
and united in the life of the Kingdom.
Whether we see it or not, our routine tasks and challenges provide an opportunity to play our unique role in bringing His
salvation to the world. Everything that we do and say may become a sign of God’s blessing. We all have the opportunity to
forgive those who wrong us; to work toward reconciliation with those from whom we have become estranged; to refuse to
treat people poorly because of some trivial human difference; and not to let greed, pride, or any passion get in the way of
treating others as we ourselves want to be treated. Of course, our work must support us financially, but there is a difference
between meeting our legitimate needs and selfishly worshipping comfort, convenience, and commercialism or obsessively
making any form of worldly success our false god. Ultimately, our work is not about us, but about playing our small part in
fulfilling God’s gracious purposes for His creation. And when our disappointments in it reveal our own brokenness, we are in
the position to call out to the Lord in true humility.

Like Abraham and Sarah, Zacharias and Elizabeth, and John the Baptist, our calling is to use the challenges, blessings, and
painful struggles of our daily lives to grow in holiness as we play our role in making this world an icon of God’s
salvation. That is how we may all become fishers of men. So even if we feel like we have fished all night and caught
nothing, we must let down our nets again in obedience to Christ’s command. He alone brings life even from the tomb and
turns apparent failure into glorious victory. He alone works even through our more difficult challenges to bless us. So we
must not fall into despair or fear, but instead trust that God is with us and at work in our lives, especially when we obey His
command to put down our nets just one more time.
https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/easternchristianinsights/2016/09/24/obedience-despite-disappointment-homily-first-sundayluke-orthodox-church/
*****************************************************************************************

Statement of the Council of Bishops
of the UOC of the USA: Prayers for
the Victims in Las Vegas
We find ourselves this day filled with compassion for the
families of the victims who perished in the worst
massacre of human life in the history of our nation. We
find within ourselves this day an insatiable desire to pray
for those victims, that our Lord will grant them a place of rest where the Light of His Countenance shines upon them as they
await the great and final judgment. And oddly, we find ourselves this day in a state of shock that such a horrific attack can take
place once again without any warning, without any obvious reason and without anyone who will really be capable of explaining.
We will hear theory after conjecture, after just plain guesswork on the part of pundit after pundit after pundit. We will, however,
probably never fully comprehend why such a horror as this Las Vegas attack can happen or how man can be so cruel to man.
We stated “oddly” above about finding ourselves in a state of shock. When we look closely at the history of the world of
mankind, not only over the past few decades, but throughout human history, can we discover any extended period of time,
beyond a few years perhaps, during which we were not confronted with man’s incredible ability to hurt, dominate, repress or
annihilate fellow man? This would be an overwhelming state of affairs had we never been confronted by God Himself, the God
of Love, the God Who was and still is ready to sacrifice Himself for the salvation of humanity.
We need this day, dearly beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, to fall down on our knees before that God of Love. We must
pray fervently that the Lord will “deliver us from all blindness, forgetfulness, despondency and all hardened insensitivity”…
Lord, grant us humility, discernment and obedience. Lord, grant us patience, generosity and meekness. Lord, implant in our
hearts the root of goodness and of Your fear… Lord, enable us to love you with all our souls and minds and establish Your will
in all…Lord, You know Your creation and as it is Your desire, allow Your will to be done in us, sinners, for You are blessed to
the ages. Amen.” (Evening Prayers)
It is by this common prayer on the part of each and every one of us – each and every day or even more than once a day – that the
terrorism of this modern age can be crushed. Bigger and better weapons of mass destruction, huge numbers of them, have failed
to crush it. The power of faith and trust, however, is beyond and above the power of those man-made weapons. The God of
Love, a God Who will not allow us to completely destroy His Creation or ourselves, can and will respond to our prayers –
prayers, which we must not consider to be strictly the domain of Orthodox Christians, but those of all mankind. Faith and trust in
that God, dearly beloved brothers and sisters, will bring His intervention and healing to a suffering world.
In our Lord’s All-Encompassing Love,
+Antony, Metropolitan
+Daniel, Archbishop

Prayer List
Heavenly Father, Who sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to be the Physician of our souls and bodies, Who came to heal
sickness and infirmity, Who healed the paralytic, and brought back to life the daughter of Jairus, Who healed the woman who had been sick
for twelve years by the her mere touch of the hem of your robe, visit and heal also your beloved servants:
Olha Cherniavska
Rose Zalenchak
Helen Wilwert
Eva Stasko
Elissa Lopez
Dave Harrison

Tetiana Kozak
Jane Allred
Pearl Homyrda
Max Rozum
Jeanette Gill
Sam Jarovich

Millie Good
Mildred Dunlap
Kathryn Ostaffy
Ronda Bicke
Irene Palahunik
Tallulah Headrick

Victor Saganey
Kieth O’Donnell
Jackson Janosek
Sandy Rozum
Mary Ellen Heitzman
Grace Lipscomb

Reggie Warford
Peter Zinski
James Horowitz
Sebastian Leis
Patty Valentino

from all physical and spiritual maladies by the power and grace of Your Christ. Grant them the patience that comes from believing that
You are always at work in our lives to bring good out of evil. Grant them strength of body, mind and soul. Raise them up from the bed of
pain. Grant them full recovery. May they experience the same surge of healing power flow through their bodies ,as did the sick woman
who touched your robe. For we, too, are touching your robe today, dear Lord, through this our prayer. We approach you with the same
faith she did. Grant them the gift of health. For You alone are the source of healing and to You we offer glory, praise and thanksgiving in
the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Amen

Mnohaya Lita - Many Blessed Years
Names Days
Feast Days of:
October 13 St Gerald of Auric
Gary Koss, Gary Koziak, Gerald Liberatore
October 14 St Romanos the Melodist
Roman Lysak
Anniversaries
October 10 Fr. Dn. Evan & Alice O’Neil
October 13 Louis & Natalie Turicik

October 11 Prophet Baruch
October 14 St. Romanos the Melodist

Pray for our friends and relatives serving in the
armed forces.
Patrick Kluyber, Catherine Sheerin, Gregory Markiw

Birthdays

Pray for our Catechumens

October 11 Paul Lobur
October 13 Pete Matwiczyk
October 13 Sherri Walewski

Pray for our parishioners in vocational studies
Deacon Cliff O’Neil

FYI
•

SCHOLARSHIPS: The Senior UOL Chapter is offering Educational Scholarships again this year to all
students of higher education from the parish. Applicants must be a member of our parish (applicant or parents,
if applicant is under age, must have met all financial obligations for the past year), and must be enrolled in a
program of higher education beyond high school. Copies of the application are in the church vestibule or email
Pat Sally (mama_ukie@hotmail.com) if you wish to have the application sent to you. Deadline date for
submission of applications to Pat Sally is October 22, 2017.

•

MEMORY ETERNAL: Our prayers and sympathies go out to the family of Irene Rozum on the falling asleep
in the Lord of her mother Krystyna Guzylak. May her memory be eternal, Vichnaya Pamyat.

•

MEMORY ETERNAL: Our prayers and sympathies go out to the family of Craig Stevens on the falling
asleep in the Lord of his father. May his memory be eternal, Vichnaya Pamyat.

************************************************************************************

*****************************************************************************************
KITCHEN WORKERS SCHEDULE

FALL, 2017
Oct 16, Monday
Oct 17, Tuesday

7:30 am
9:00 am

Potato preparation plus pinch 1 (possibly 2) batch pierogies
pinch 2 batches pierogies

Dec 4, Monday
Dec 5, Tuesday

7:30 am
9:00 am

Potato preparation plus pinch 1 (possibly 2) batch pierogies
pinch 2 batches pierogies

Dec 11, Monday
Dec 12, Tuesday

8:00 am
8:00 am

Bread Baking
Bread Baking

The Age of Taking Church for Granted is Over
·Fr. Andrew Stephen Damick .
The age of taking church for granted is over. We Christians just largely
haven’t realized it yet.
But the evidence is everywhere. Most established churches see no more
than about 1/3 of their total population on a Sunday morning. Most
Christian kids going off to college have little understanding about the
narrative of the Bible, its central figures, or what the Gospel is. Of
course, most Christian adults don’t know those things either these days.
About 1/4 of all Americans now identify as religiously unaffiliated,
checking off the “none of the above” box when asked what church or
religion they belong to.
It used to be that most people in our country simply went to church.
They simply attended Sunday School. The Biblical allusions made in
popular culture were easily accessible to them. The basic culture of at
least some kind of religious commitment was just normal. And
churchgoers were real churchgoers. People who didn’t come to church
most Sundays didn’t think of themselves as faithful Christians.
But that’s definitely changed. Even those who don’t check off that
“none of the above” box for religious affiliation aren’t as committed as
they once were.
We could spend hours talking about why this is, and we could spend hours fretting about it and wishing that we could get
back to the good old days when no stores were open on Sunday morning because they just wouldn’t have any customers. But
I don’t think that would help very much.
And I’m also not convinced that the good old days were necessarily that good. A church life that is taken for granted is
actually not really a Christian life. Nor is it a true life in the Church. It’s more about identity and social connection than about
Jesus Christ.
Anyway, what is the point? The point for us as Christians is always to ask: What is it that I can do today to be saved? What
can I do today to become holy? What can I do today so that I am preparing for the resurrection?
So to answer this problem that I began with, that the age of taking church for granted is now over, we have to ask what it is
that will help us not to take church for granted. What is it that will help us not to take Jesus Christ for granted? What is it that
will keep me on the royal path toward the Kingdom of Heaven?
One of the saints we celebrate today is a man named Silouan the Athonite. Silouan was an uneducated Russian peasant who in
1892 went to the Holy Mountain, that is, Athos in Greece. Before his pursuit of monasticism at St. Panteleimon Monastery
there, he had lived in Tambov province in the Russian Empire.
He was a big man, a powerful man. And he even had been a violent man. He once got in a fight and punched a man so hard in
the chest that the man almost died. And his agony over that sin sent him to the Holy Mountain to begin repenting.
There is too much to say about his life to recount it all today, but I will at least summarize and say that his intense life of
repentance from that point onward led to his becoming possibly the greatest saint of the twentieth century. He died in 1938,
which is after some of us here were born, and he was canonized in 1988, not even thirty years ago.
There is a book that details his life and includes his writings, which are all mostly brief fragments—no theological treatises or
longer works—and it is titled Silouan the Athonite, written by his disciple Archimandrite Sophrony Sakharov, who will likely
himself be canonized someday.

To help us to address this question of what we can do about the fact that church life is no longer taken for granted, I would
like to read a brief selection from St. Silouan’s writings. This is a short piece included in the chapter titled “On Love,” and it
directly addresses this uneven reality that we have in our churches today. And I especially love it because it begins with an
allusion to the Lord’s meeting Ss. Luke and Cleopas on the road to Emmaus, where they said afterward, “Did not our hearts
burn within us as He talked with us on the road?” Listen closely:
‘Did not our heart burn with us?’ said the Apostles after Christ drew near them. So does the soul recognize and love her Lord,
and the delight of His love is a burning delight.
In heaven there is one and the same love in the hearts of all, but on earth some there are that greatly love the Lord, others who
love Him in small degree, while still others love Him not at all. The soul that is filled with love of God is oblivious both of
heaven and of earth. The spirit burns, and invisibly beholds the Desired One, and the soul sheds many sweet tears and is
unable to forget the Lord for a single second, for the grace of God gives strength to love the Beloved.
So we hear Silouan acknowledging even in his own time that there are various levels of those who love God—greatly, to a
small degree and not at all. This is like our time, as well. And we can even look at ourselves and probably see that story told
of each of us. There are times in my life when I do not love God at all or when I love Him only a little or (I hope) when I love
Him greatly.
But listen to his main point: It is about recognizing and loving the Lord. I’m especially fascinated with where he says, “The
soul that is filled with love of God is oblivious both of heaven and of earth.”
We may tend to think of being good Christians as being about turning away from earth and toward heaven. Or we may think
about it as bringing heaven down to earth in some sense, to give some sanctification to our daily life. And both those ideas are
true to an extent.
However, if we conceive of Christian life in terms of “heaven” and “earth” and leave it there, we have missed the mark. The
point is to recognize and love Jesus Christ. He is, as Silouan puts it, “the Desired One,” the One for Whom our hearts burn
with delight as He speaks with us on the road of life.
It is important, of course, to continue the habits of church attendance, of Bible reading, of giving, and so on. But when we see
ourselves or others slacking off in those habits, we should realize that the cure for that inconsistency is not saying “try harder”
or shaming people into measuring up. Even if those approaches work for a little while, they will not work for long. And for
many people, they simply will not ever work even for a little while.
The question is why. Why are we in church? Why do we invite others into this life that we have chosen? Why is being here
every Sunday and doing all these other spiritual actions actually absolutely critical for our eternal destiny and even present
sanity?
It is because of what St. Silouan says: “The grace of God gives strength to love the Beloved.” We are here to love Jesus
Christ, and the tears of repentance that we shed when we fail to love Him as we must are what open us up to receive that
grace. And when we love the Beloved, our Lord and our Savior and our God, Jesus Christ, then we will find that we are
energized to engage in all these acts of love.
When a man does not say “I love you” to his wife or take care of his home or teach his children or do all the other things that
a good husband does, the cure is not simply to “try harder.” It is to love his beloved, to return to that delight in his wife that
calls forth these actions of love from within him. The problem is not that he does not feel anything for her. It is that he has
turned away from her. If he turns toward her, then he can see her again. And as he sees her, he will love her. And that love
will be expressed in actions.
It is not an emotion that we seek after. We are not called to feel good about Jesus. We are called to recognize Jesus, as
Silouan says, which is what makes us able to love the Lord. Our problem is not that we’re not trying hard enough. Our
problem is that we have turned away and no longer recognize the Lord.
So let’s take a moment today and seek to recognize Jesus. Look for Him. See Him—really see Him. He is the One Whom we
seek. He is the One Whom we desire. He is the One Whom we have come here today to meet.
https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/roadsfromemmaus/2017/09/28/the-age-of-taking-church-for-granted-is-over/

VISIT OF THE IVERON ICON OF THE MOST HOLY MOTHER OF GOD!

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12th At 7 PM
The St. Sava Serbian Orthodox Church Of McKeesport & Duquesne
901 Hartman Street, McKeesport, Pa.
(412) 672-1872
Come And Bask In The Presence of Her Holy Icon!
(Refreshments will be offered after the Akathist)

Calendar of Events
October 28
October 29
November 5
November 19
November
December 9

“Whirlwind of Ukraine” Kyiv Dance Ensemble Show
Annual Parish Meeting
114th Anniversary Dinner
2nd Annual Pie Baking Contest
Annual Thanksgiving Dinner
14th Annual Cookie Walk

Parish Weekly Schedule
Monday

Kyiv Ukrainian Dance Ensemble & School
Rehearsals begin every Monday at 6:00 pm. Classes for all ages.
For more info call Director Natalie Kapeluck or just stop down any Monday.

Thursday Morning

Senior Coffee Hour
You’re invited to our FREE coffee and donuts, and sometime pancakes, French toast or waffles every Thursday from
10:00 AM to 11:30 . . .or whenever it’s over. At the parish hall. YOU ARE NOT PERMITTED TO BRING ANYTHING!!!
However, bring a Friend!!! Need A Ride, Call: Steve Sivulich, (Hall Phone: 412-276-9718) SPONSORED BY:
Sts. Peter & Paul Kitchen Workers

3rd Sunday of the Month

St John & Martin’s Closet
Clothing for men, women and children. Bedding & towels
Trade something old for something new, leave a donation. or just take what you need.
Donations of clean, gently used or new clothing/bedding accepted when the closet door is open. Call 279-9718 to

schedule a donation.

BULLETIN SPONSOR DATES

October 1____________________________
October 8________October 8
October 15___________________________
October 22___________________________
October 29__________________________

November 5___________________________
November 12__________________________
November 19__________________________
November 26__________________________

********************************************************************************************
BULLETIN SPONSOR FORM
Sponsor______________________________________________________________________
In Honor of___________________________________________________________________
In Memory of_________________________________________________________________
Date of Bulletin you wish to sponsor______________________________________________
Donation ($20. minimum suggested)______________________________________________
(Please make checks payable to “Sr. UOL Chapter”) ____

SS. Peter & Paul
Ukrainian Orthodox Church
PO Box 835
Carnegie, PA 15106
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

